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The Great Fire
of Tottenham
- June 18, 1895

O June 18, 1895, fire swept through Tatenlp, feaviong moch dean
tion. The following ix an excerpt from the Cardioell Sentined, whinh was
printed at the corner of Queen and George streets, on July 24, 1H#4

Fire Proteciion Warning = July 24, 1604

I wiewe ol Bst werk's serbous Bire in Alliston, we have Been geguissteal m
sanmeunge @ meeting g Cranges’s Hall, 1 Queen St North, e consicler thwe
advivalailiny of securing a fire engme for Tittendam. What was Alliston’s
Fiate lust week might be ours next, and a sl expenditure in e gl
NI ]..||qll s en thie funtore,

The village i rapicly growing and good, salwtantial howses going ap, yet
e i Fhlllillﬂi Irammewuorks are standing. Lot us tles tar aari it !-:'-l.l-hll‘ll!.:
iI-|.14l1l1l"l such a r.-nhm:i"..-. g

Twere sire deoeens of |1|.1l oy in e \'|]].|.|‘:1," itteredd with llr:; i tl;lth anit] Fule
Letshi thiat a _:]1_1;']1; or el "“1'::”' pesielt i o Lorm oomlet,

How ironic that, several years before the great fire, the above warning
was made! The following account of the fire is taken from a newspaper

srticle dled June 1%, 188G Vigley Duildings were lost alogeidwer,

“The vilkaige of Tonenham wis swept by o werible five: Alwr ihiree
o'vhwk Momwes hroke oo i MeKinney™s foundey, i the sonthewaesoenm
gt ool thie illiagge Gan thae eermer of Chuecn somd Allwn streets, wliee U
h.l.ll‘\l'ti“h*llflhﬂ."“.' [NENRLY "11-I||'|{‘|.F iﬂl.‘l 1 '-”H:Il;.: "‘;-”Hril-"'ﬁ'l'\l‘i'll'!u b .H“! L |-an L
itI.L: anl r]li.‘l. rilll{'. [hl" "-I“Jl"'ﬂ '\-[I“'-"! J-l]]i1“}' III“'.LITI\ :[H' [RTEN | -I|||r [LL -rlh

I-.-\I I'!'-l!l!lllb: 'll"llllz.: LN Lil'!.-' 1‘!“'5- l:.'lr"'[l !’\I".I-llh.'llbl'”.l.‘llh.' ..H "’-|"'rl'r.'1T IIL" L.
sin gl wlaibe thie Tive vnsinee wars doinge oo seork noone dieeetion, seopes
ol pliwes elsesehiere were i lames, which spoead soovagedly tan the peee
ple conlih b Lintde e than helplessly ook on.

Adbaerr, Richimonel, Wieroris amd M Seoeers woere swepn on Both sides,
togethr wath g ennsiihalle partion of Quen Sireer Sonth,

Absour ety Luilelings were buroed, bocloding the fnidey, Meroer™s
stoe, Pomter’™s Dlock, Layons slop, Moethoaise Clhocdis T loss 1
estinnatedd at ST25NL00 AlLouckde senr dosan o fee eocie, whiack il
].;nua,[ wirrk, A ]H.r_qr munilser o Beeton and Alliston omzens oonane over
with :|l,l:'||1.i'|1".' of b, white v wis 1“““".*' fievchied, Somoe e hanebreed
violsirstewes froan ihae o Al al Feoastonn alsor cimnnme v i sjme tal traiin, el all
the vitizens and soldiers worked Jike Trojans, and o their unsparing ef
Bty ey B ntepibante thie Rocr thuse even sooomoch of the sosen was saved,

Taer Vingsarniess |1L|u'.l- T o] were thiose of 13, M I‘{Irﬂ}'. I.!muil‘}'; 1.0
Fraver, shoemaker, W & €0 Brown, woollen store; T, Waolle, two -
phemsent shopss H Gty coonpinaker; JAL Mercer, oo and feed;
1A Chibds, woudweoaher, I] A0 Anelerson, Llacksoth: 1Y Morin, boker
sy " | Homalerson, shoenuiber; W Iilkne, lml']'u'r'_‘l_ Roaeleleell,
shemepiaber; Yermey & Clog, Gurpitare; F. Brawley, Dlcksoith WL
Sondfoored, ohragaise; HL Stones ansurance agent, | Aadersonn, bonchers 8
l‘l‘ﬁ”ﬂlfl"\t“'. .‘i]’llﬂ.'”lilk{'r; -I._l. .1lll||il.'|,| IHI’"I’: ‘I.. -‘i’ti Ijl.i'ﬂl,. ilil[ r“l'}'.

l.'i"‘ﬂ. “I |!“l']li[lHK: Ijl Wiy ‘Itlh'k,_l..“\. .’\'11'" vr, r\il'!‘- ]'J'h.l”i!]'-'l 1w IIJHI'\I'N;

Jobin Dlay, Mes Lovey, T4 Waolle, P Giarrity, | MeDermos, Mis

Lo, Mrs MoDerion, T Mot 1 Dhovle, | -‘mn:_m. Wil I.Iﬂm i
K. Fanning, H. Williams, ] Preston, NMiss Mindwll, W Heney, W
Line, J. Gregory; Lyons block, T Bruce, 11O Fraser, A Ciunn, John
Lamg. A. Toren, H. Stone, WL Sanlnil, Fo Brawles, .'h‘i._-ilu.u..h-.r
Claech, W1, Verney, Johin Anderson. Mrs Sosting Jodm €5 Aders,
Mrs Wiiods, Misses Hovnan, HL Ledierwonnt, T E. Willusmis, (6 M
Robsinson, H: Hutt, Newbuny progey., Mis A Wilksomn, 1 Woisht, |
Aikons, AL Baons, an YOI A Gy, PRTR Tt L o PULRER FVERRTR
wrain: 1) Turoer, G Baghes” vy o e oo D asthr v stones
anh bl linages



THE GREAT TOTTERHAM FIRE

June 18th, 1895

A FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT OF THE FIRE Fortamately, thoueh
shie was only a small ehild ot the time, Jean Gordon Galihrist, daoghier of
Tottenhonn merehiant, Cieorge Gordon, \'!'.1':”:..- remmernburs the Corean i
ol 195, Here is her eye-swiimess aceonm

The terrible Tottenham fire of 1895 4t was aovery hot windy ol i
iy tnother chaneed o sav, “Phs would Be g terrible day lor o fie ™
wars very shortdy alter thar shen the Bee alm went anud word won arcnld
very quickly thar the foundry wswierds the south end of the village bl
Iwen t|'1|'-1\\'i|]!_: ol \'|:|.'|.|'|5.\ aned o fire was I:|','|\|'i|ing froan the south tomnd
the north of the village, The southern part, especially towiard the cast,
was simply devoured . Tereadched wong Queen Streer (the nain stcen) as
far as the store that bhelonged 1o my father, George Gordon, "They hud e
it, they thought, under control, two buildings south of there. But 1 ean
remember very distinedy the wet blankets being put on the roof of the
building and the furniture and dishes and so on being earricd out, They
were able to control and contain the fire two doors awav. There was e
ble confusion, ot most fortunately for the safery of the village, Coloned
Tyrrwhitt of the militia was having a summer camp oover by Beetom By
horseback or soime way or other, Colonel "Tyvrrwhiet aned his men g wornd
of this great disaster and they came en nisse and they really saved the
villige. The devastation was tereible = people inthe north and the west
st opened therr honwes, My grandimother was paralveed frome a stroke
aind Tremember, with great worry and anxiety, seeing her being carred
et aned placed ina curage drawn by men being taken to safety i the
nortlwest part of wwn, The reason that the men were hanling the bugan
wats st thiere wis no time w even locate |il.:|-rs|'s_ mach less hivch them oo
avehicle. We were like wild linle children, running around. Nobody had
any tme for us and 1 remember baving reseued a kinten, pactially burn-
ved, and wrapped it ina searl of my Goher’s, T went around holding ths
kitten in this woollen scarf; the poor thing was partly singed and preuy
close 1o death but 1 didn’t vealize this, just that it was acomfort for e w
have this kitten. As soon as | was discovered with the dying kitten, it was
taken from me and 1 was taken charge of. 1 was only four, and [ can
remember the sheets of flame, yellow and red, sweeping aong, and the
stoke, but 1 ean't say that T was really frightened. There was a greaw
spirit of sorrow and symipathy and unity among the people. It didn’t ma-
ter whiat sect or religion or anvthing else = i was one solid Dody of people
ont 1o help cach other, and all peighbosrs” homes were opened and |
Il'llll'llﬂﬂ'l l‘-’l[}ll'll {FIH'”‘IIIH lll{,‘ sloree 1‘.]‘]' 11:'||i'|]l'j'|.].‘\'t 1O ol 1 ;”i(i i.:"'
pterials and food and sooan 1o tde them over the eonlile situation for a
few diys, This was the most devastating Gre, 1oy knosledae, thae T
tenhaun has ever hiud,



