Title: Alliston Historical Society Newsletter. Page 1/5

Creator: The Alliston Historical Society

Subject: Alliston Historical Society, William Fletcher, Margaret McGirr, John Fletcher, P.D.K.,
Bond Head, West Essa, Alex Grant, Eleanor Beattie, Walter Storey, McBride Block, William
Turnbull, Thomas Scott, Dominion Hotel, Thomas Lounds, William Buyers, John Buyers, The Allis-
ton Star, Melissa Graham, Thomas Drury, Jocelyn Symons, Hon. Wm.. MacDougall, Aitken,
Knight & Crossley, Mr. John Wilson, Wesleyan Methodist Church, Masonic Lodge, Temperance
Hall, George Fletcher, P.D. Kelly, Patrick Dunn, Father Gibney, Mrs. Wm. C. Hand, Mabel Hand,
Alan Ferguson, Alliston Planing Mill, Mark Izzard, Wm.. Craig Hand, Joseph Walker, John Cas-
serly Hart, John Gilbert, T.P. Hodgin, Dr. T.M. Armstrong, Market House Co., John Fisher, R.W.
Booth, Joseph Fletcher, W.D. Latimer, Ernest Cumberland, Vulcan Foundry, Knight & Wilson,
George McGirr, William Buyers, John Stewart, Willie John Fletcher, Mercer Brothers, Dr. James A.
Sutherland, Arthur Fletcher.

Description: An Alliston Historical Society newsletter which contains an early history of the Town
of Alliston. The history leads up the incorporation of the Town, covering the years from 1847-1890.

Publisher:

Contributor: Shirley Gibson, Mary Lou Moir, Steven Englehardt, Ambrose Heydon, Irene Ford,
Jean Baker-Pearce, Helen Willis, Bob Wales

Date: 1990-08

Type: Document

Format: JPEG / PDF

Identifier: 0140

Source: Local History Vertical File - New Tecumseth Public Library: Alliston Memorial Branch.
Language: En

Relation:

Coverage:

Rights: All rights reserved. Reproduced with permission from the Alliston Historical Society. All
archival material is the property of the New Tecumseth Public Library. Further reproduction is pro-
hibited.




i,

Alliston Historical Society Newsletter

Yol 1, Ne. 1 August 1990

A

] a.-H‘.‘
R T N

Allisten has good survival instinets. [t has had 1o survive fire and dam busting with bridges washing our. Tvcan
survive the new Tormat in local government, if we know where we'te coming from!

Mow s the time 1o become awnre of our moos. There is o solid foundatgon on which o build. [r will alow maners
o be consddersd in an hisorics] context, Whatever turns out to be significant can be considered for preservanon i

s Torm, Decisions can be mude that make sense o the town, that help developa sense of place, 3 sense of communiy.

In this way, Alliston will be pat m the picture, Iwill be able 1o rewmin something of jis character and charm and
the pleasing leatures of & small oam.

Leets hodast the image of Allision in celebrating the centennial of the wown.

M. and Mrs, Willkam Fleaclher

Williarmn Fletcher chise a praminent site on the high ground
of the north bank of the Bovne River for the building of
his Bome with lember From his own tries and covmill,

Founder's Home at 4 Fleicher Crescent

This hetne is unique in is historical significance o the
Town of Allison.
. The home of the [ounders of Allson.
ST 2. Theoldest siructure in Alliston, standing for 141 vears.
M. Wi Flriker . Pl L i s e
Al 1t Seither ur- Alljsbom ¥ The local paoint of the ploneer commumiy.

There is a public process o follow in plgaing involving
the Alliston Historical Society, the Town Coundil, the Own-
ers of the propeny and the Community.

The park, east ol Banting Memonal High School was once
part af a planned burial ground.

The Town of Allston Listof (Mlicers
dedicued this Park Pres. Shirley Gibson
iri |95 Sec, Mary Lou Maoir
B COTT T C T T Treas. Steven Englehards
the restng place of
The Founder of Alliston Commitiee Members:
and bis wile Ambrose Hevdon
Willinm Fletcher 1791 = 1878| Irene Ford
Margaret MoGire 1797 - 1881 Jeun Baker-Pearce

Maotion:  that the Alliston Historical Society take the

#1 initintive with and through the present Town
Council of Allision to have the original Fletcher
homestead plagued,

This first mewsletter made possible by 2 generons
eontribution from Helenn Willis.




EARLY ALLISTON HISTORY
{leading up o the moorporation of the Town — covering the vears from 1847 1o [R50)

red by Bob Wales from carlier outlines and research mainly at the Simeoe County Registry (ffice,

with special thanks 1o the stafl there.
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By-lnw #2134

The Diistrict of Simcoe to boild 2 bridge over the Nottawasiega River

William Fletcher chooses a mill site on the Boyne River on Lot | Con | Essa Township
Miowes from south end of Tecumseth Township Lot 14 Con S whiere he first senled in
the early 1820

With acouple of axes and a cross cut saw, eldes: mnljuhn helps erecra log shanty,
CEOMmpHIseD ul'lﬂf!iﬂ the round with gable ends and round poles for rafers and was
rooled with clapboards fastened with small poles. It was loored with split codiar and
muss,” (Site occupied by James MoGarvey's work alop atthe tme of John Fletcher's
deathin 1HH, Briscos to-day)

Rest of Fletcher family move up

Fletcher Family have siow mill

P K. of Essa hasa letier in the Barne Magnet requesting a poscoffice: “Dis ba 15
vears that the first men thar went (o settle west of the Nottwasaga River, in Essaand
Posorontio, had w cross that stream on a tree that they felled across i, at present there
are upwirds of 70 mhabitanes westof i A good frame bridge s been erected over the
river. Stitute labor and wild Land twx are making good for us; 2 or 3 enterprising
individuals have already availed themsebves of our waler priviledges on which thev ane
bauileling mills at present.

The nearest post office is at Bond Head, 20 miles away, We huve petitioned repeatedly,
b, as often is the backwoodsman's lot, out requests were neglected or forgotten.”

The post office came in 1851, o West Essa, 2% miles north east of Alliston,

Willizum Flercher builds frame residence, still standing ar 44 Fletcher Cres.

Fletchers wath Alex Grant build a grist mill, with Gront as miller (fire loss, 1911, was
situated south side of the Boyne between Mill e and the present foot bridge named for
Eleanor Beattie). His daughier, Margaret, was the first H'I:i[l! child born in Alliston. She
married William Banting and wis the mother of Fred Banting. The F854 house lecume
home to Walter Stovey, the Blacksmith. Although offered 1o the Town because of

it historical significance, demolition ook place m 1960

Girinding stones from the Fletcher Mill{Earl Rowe Park)iare preserved at the South
Simcoe Mioneer Museum, (s rvation is nivw aasured. being chiosen asthie
Centetinial Projet for the Town ol Allistomn,)

Methaoctises budbd biall (on sive of MoBode Block, 44 Victoro 56 W, Al serves as schoal.

Orrange Lodge i8 formed.

Thomas Scott bought the Linds on which the Dominion Hotel now stands and
commenced manufacuring furnitire.

Willimm Turnbull of West Essa opens a general storve {on the site of the Windsor House)
Allistan named for the hirthplace of the founder, in Yorkshire England.

Ceorant of Post Cfice with George Fletcher first Post Master operating from his home,

Farmer's Lnn started by Thomas Lounds of West Essa. Acquired by Patrick Foy in 1868
(Several businesses including Granny's Attic occupy another Foy property nearby, sull
known as “Foy's Lot™, The land between Vietoria and Wellington s being improved and
ity be called “Foy's Lane™.)

Gieorge Fletcher has cheared Y acre for potatoes. His vield - 30 bushels.

Willimem aned Jobo Buyers built a school atthe Sootch Line corner: (Paro ol bosoll exists
beeside PLIC). The Allistan St is founded by G Fletcher.

The Preshyterians open o fine frame church with a burial ground inthe rear, (Melissa
Graham has identified a burial stone found in the back yard of 78 Wellingion Si. W,

It recalls the early deaths in 187 7-8 o3 of Jolinand hﬂ.t‘l:ﬂl Girahuirn s children.
Theseare the “Scottish Grahama”.

Thomas Drury, lirst Postmaster of West Essa from 183 1 moves into Alliston, Diary
entry for Sepr. 5 1863, “raised i house at Allistan,” The early Brad fored storekeeper hiis
kept adiary from 1852, West Essa dates (roin the same year, when the Ruthvens

and Bryces setthed on the “Scorch Line™

Confederation. ocelvn Symonsis descended from a Father of Confederation,

Hon Wi MacDougall,

Aitken, Knight & Crossley establish a foundry and agriculiural works, (Where the Beer
Sworeisto-day.) Hr.]uhn{'\‘il:mn laver ook over fram !

Wesleyan Methodist Church s erected (became St John's United Church.)
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Masonic Lodge is formed.
T lamiber mills wathona 3 mile rads accordime 1o the Alliston Sor.
Railway agrettaon abwoimls.

Hy-law #230 of the County of Simoe incorporates Vi il Alliston containimg S0 acres,
cotnering o4 townships, First Municipal Elections to be held in the Temperance Hall.

First Village Council with Ceorge Fleicher as Reeve. Among the Councillors is PO
Kelly, Patrck Dunn Kelly was i hardware, The Kelly Block was uril pecemily the
lescatiom of the Allston Heraldd.

Thie Treasurer, [ames Drury i paying out 50¢ (or each shade tree planted inthe village,
(His house ac 1 18 VictorinSe. E. was demolished in 1987, Lowasa 17 room hiouse.)

The total issessment was § 1 75,0040,

Tavern licenses were 30000 per anmum, liguor licenses $36.040,

St Paul's Casthelic Chorchois bailt with Father Gibney,

“Farmer's Inn Lot " i sold to Mrs, Wi, C. Hand for $143.85 mhand. (Gramdmother of
Mabel Hand) The Hand house is built ar the cormer of Wellington and Paris by Alan
Ferguson of the Allison Mlaning Mill (Restored b}r Mark Fzznrdd) Win, Craig Himc is
training 0 bea vet. He becomes active in the Agriculioral Halland Diving Park. (10
buile on what became the CPR Stockyards afver 1905, The move is made o Riverdale
Park. The Museum Building was the Agricaltoral Hall, The laso Al Gair is hield in
the late 1940°5)

The first Train arrives, the Hamilton & North Wesern. Represents the first muncipial
dlelu ol S8,0040.

Norton's Brck Yard s in business (locined north of Riverdale Park, scene of much
house building to-day. }

Alliston Woolen Mills begun by Joseph Walker — gramted 10 vear exempiion on uixes,
hecame Counninghom & Walker.

John Casserly Hart becomes Clerk succeeding John Gilbert whao left for England
(serves o [ROE,

Bl Fire — wipes out o lirge pan of the village including the Daminion Heouse,

Gienrge Fletcher !rliﬂs Conservative ranks to run as Temperance Candidare. Allisuon
o hais 3 hoenced hotels and 2 liquor stores.

William Fletcher diesat age B7.

(1n 1959, the Town of Allison dedicuted the park east ol Banting.)

The Village Plan put on by indowners: the Flewchers, Wm. Fieblds, George MoGirrand
T. Gordomn. (first Postrmaster of “O0d Evereu” from 18568)

The village was lnid out inn residential Tots of 66 (the business lots haoving been [aid ot
earlieral 100 by €A, Leit PLS. Charles Augustus Leit was a brother nfﬁm:ﬂllr
msurance man, Fredenck Lett who marmed Celin Fisher. She ived 1obe 107,

T.P. Hodgin, the Pump Man receives a grant of $135.00 i his failed attempt 1o dig an
artesian well arthe corner of Vicwrigand Chaeel (Paon's). (The Hodging House i
ti-itays Le Cog Rauge, at the tracks),

Dr. T.M. Armstrong makes the move into the village from Rosemont where he started
his praciice in 1RG0 The Drury House becomes the Doctor's House,

Market House Co. is formed with John Fisher as President. They build on the site of the
okl Town Hall. Among the subscribers is 1. M. Brown, capitatist { Thomas Mifton
Broswn's home wis the “castle™ at the High School, demodished in 1968 for an additon
o Banting),

B.W. Booth rebuilds the Dominien Howel {Damian's Boadbouse Restiorant )

Joseph Fletcher goes west 1o help found a iemperance colony, the origin of Saskawon,
WL, Latimer hegins work in MoLarens Carriage Factory, seaith east cormer, Victoria
and Paris, By | G50 he has boughi thie business block from Capin MOLaren: Allan
Latimer's hobiby was collecting Elll:tl.ll'l.'l of Alliston history. which proved helpfulin
ilusiranng the 1947 Centenmal Book edived by Alliston historian and grand old man,
Ernest Comberland.

Vulcan Foundry srebuil by Knight & Wilson with bonus from village.

Allsion Public School with b rooms werecied on Albert St with George MoGirr,
Chairman Trusice Board (grandfather of Jean Corrigan who compiled the
Tweedsmuir History Book of the Alliston Womens [nstitte, keptat the Library ).
Alliston Umon Cemetery Co. isformed to oversee the tion of anew, lnfger
burial ground for the congrejgstions of Knox Presbyterian and St John's Mechodise
Mary Drury is the only lady shireholder. John Fisher is President and serves forsome
years. The Grst plots sold for 85,00, The caretnker, William Buyers received $1 .50 for
the di ol a grave. (In 18948, Abel Kinsey, the undertuker was paid $5.00 for a
crililin, $ 1008 for harial of indigent),



1887 — Warden of Simooe County [ohn Stewart, Reeve of Alliston,
A druggist by profession, He was a member of the [irs
graduating class of the Ontirio School of Pharmacy in 1871
Bought the drug business from P.DL. Kelly (sold to |.R. Hipwell
in 1892}, Fisher & Bell legal parnership formaed.

1888 - Willie John Fletcher builds firstelectric light plant. Rebuileof
larick im 1 85940,
Fire Hall built for $150.00 on land donaed by W.J. Flewcher,
H-Iq's |‘|1_1|_|a|_- 15 ot thie cloalle bogae 107 v'hl.'l'uri.'l SI. E.}

1889 - Mercer Brothers receive i year exemption on faxes o
manufacture implements. (Co-op building)
1890 - Cash or Barter, Hart's A | House (on the site of Hydro (Office)

is paying larmers 20¢ a bushel for potitees ora pound of tea
Suirting with eries hie added boots and shoes and was the
wine ani spirit merchan.

Aug. 13 A vole was taken o approve electric street lighting 5 Bights to
cont o ol of B0 o night. But not before a meeting of vate

Jofim Fisher Hoser 100 Vieferin 51, L, dates from

1577-5. s Fiwker, Presideret: Manket Hinise o, pavers in the Opera House,
Albinruny Woeden Mll, Alfistmi Lk Cometory Dir. Jumes AuSutherland the demist s advertsing for 200
s,

Early sckers were R & | Seoir, and WS, Elfis (Gither
of Sandy Ellis wheo wrows an oral history of Allistonand area
“Al Absoiie LIs™).

Dec.d  Proclamation to become the Town of Allision,

e e e o L. S O .

1981 - Centennial vear for the Townof Allson
The studentsof Banting Memorial High School = History
I partment under the direction af their ieacher, Sieve
Englebardn, are publishing a pictorial history book ol the
development of the Settlement into the Town of Alliston as we
know it woday, The book is subsidized by the Town of Allisuan,
Banting Memorial High School, Ministry of Culure &
Cammunications and the Allision Centennial ‘01 Commites.

Dr.ﬂ-l.*H-J;'ﬁ:l;rqH;'!M IFH'::'JWH E. ﬁr%: Pictures were researched and provided by various town
frovm 18778, Hislrhiszsoen wes the haberdesber residents with collections of old photographs thay have been
[Ny Shinioy Stevel demolihed in 1987 for ani reprinted for the book. Orders will be taken {or this book at

aprtmend bilding

L Tewall b

in circulanion by Moy 15401,

e

the Municipal Offices
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Coming Events
Please accept this as your invitation o attend a dinner meeting of Alliston Historical Society on Tuesday, Seprember
1% at 6:30 p.m. at Alliston Curling Club, Albent Sireet, Alliston. Tickets are $12 for this hearty home cooked beel dinner.
There will be a guest speaker on historical preservation. A special guest will be Arthur Fletcher, chairman, sites commiltes,
Essa Township, Tickets available from members of the executive of the Sodety.




