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EARLY HISTORY OF THE BEETON PUBLIC LIBRARY: 1886-1514

BEETON MECHANICS' INSTITUTE: 1886-15085

On November 25, 1886 a notice was prominently located on the
frent page of The Bestan Vorld, "All those who have subscribed
towards the establishmant of the Beeton Mechanice' Institute are
requected to meet in the Vorkmen's Hall, Tuesday, Nov. 30th at &
p.m= promptly for the traneaction af necessary business., Membars
are desired to bring lists of such books as they would desire to
s2e in the library." (1}

The timing of the event, =o soon after the paseing of the
1886 "Act respecting Mechanice' Instituies and Art Schools" (40
Victoria Statures of Ontario 1886), suggests that it wams this Act
which encouraged the residente to organlze. In 1982 the "Frea
Libraries Act" (45 Vietoria. Statutes of Ontarie, 1882) had
allowed for free libraries to be aatablishad by Llncorporated
villages and funded by a municipal lavy "not excseding one half
of a mill in the dollar". Beeton had incorporated as s Village
in 1884. The 1886 Act allowed for a Mechanlecs' Institute, fundad
by public subascription and provineial government grants; ta
function molzly as & library, without the ragquirement that it
alen act as an educational institution for the battermant of tha
working man and the middle class (2},

Tha Beeton World had been advocating for some timae the
formation of "such a desirable institution" through articlaes that
outlined the necessary steps to take, the many and profitable

advantages, and the existence of "a good supplementary Covernment



Zrant', It had arnnounoed the organizationa’ meeting on Novembar
18, with confidence that nuw "the ball has svarted Lo roll in
sarnest; succedn lie almost aasured." The ladies and all
interssted were dnvited to koot with D Boyle Bz=g., of Toronta,
who would be "present fo add ino the work of organisstion. " 3¥

Yhile no record could be found namlog the firsv direstars of
the Institutes, thars 1= Idttle quasticon Lhat the driving farca
from the zeginning was David Alanson Tones (4)3. Do A, Jones had
erriwed in the comounity of Clarkswille, Township of Tecumseth,
in 1684 with bls wife Jawsio. & staunch Liberal, he was
Postmsster ot Beeton from 16866 vwntil] his deabth 1z 1913, Ha wae
alsn an eobropreasur, A& lsnd gpeculator, an inventor and a
wisionary., The 90 acre pasrcel of lame he bought dn 1867 formed
The boundaries for much Of the sarly development of the
community., From the store ke ran with his brother Slater j&natnr
L. M. Jumes pf Toronto? he went on to dewelop or influence |the
2rowth of many of the fndustries and inszitutions in the village,
such as the newspapar, & plaving factory, ths CGrand Trunk Hallway
station, bullding developments;, the Prasbytarian Church and the
bor industry, It was the domesticated honey bess hu brought ©a
the arpa and the lactery Lor manulasturing tee eguipment which
gave EBaston its new name (53,

By 1888 Hooton was & Lhriving, setive commapilty with 77
comrarcial ard industrial busipeasses, including 4 hotels, 7
gricery stores, & hoslery plant, a photographer, 2 musiclams;, 4
stationsers and an oyster parlour. The Bastan Verld slone
apployed 14 people to publisk the paper as weall as tha Caanian
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Poultry Journal apd the Canadian Bee Journal. Although Lhe
population of Lhe Village itseld was only about 500 peocple, 1t
was the center of-a productive farming area, In a 2| month period
£, N, Hipwell shipped 40 carlaosds of cattle from Beeton to the
marketse in Boston and Montreml from the Grand Trunk station
thullt on Yand given by D. A, Jonesl. BSince the lina Irom
Taoronth branchad at Beeton to travel norlh to Collingwood and
northeast to Alandale near bBarrie, the Villapge wae aleo the
stap-aver for numerous salesmon and supplilsers 61,

The subscription rate to join the Mechanics' lnstitute was S1
(73, The firet bosks were purcasssd im Aprdl 18&8%F Tor pricee

ranging from 4% ocenta for Carlylets Brederichk the Grest o $1.00

for Parkman's wvarlioue works of Forth American history <831
Circulation bagan In May 48, The Directors of the Institurts
wers guite active Ln these early years. In 1880 The Eeeton World
noted a £28 grant frow Cpunell which, added to other funds,
allowed for %150 tn be apent on new bools It alac mentioned
that the Bradford Wechanieox' lactlitute recelved only #52.E5 to
spend on 63 new bools, In Cotober a catalogue g bhocks was
prepared to be dietributed free to msmbers. 1o Deceuwber tha
directorate met to dlscuns the orpanization of evening classod,
Huwever, it was "deensd fopractical' To eXpect thsat bhe young men
in the communlsy would be willing to pive their avenipgs To a
pusmercial ocourse and instead a LlLerary Socciety was formsed. The
£irit event was to bu a debate on the ¢ontinually contentlous
iesue of the family milk cows which freely ruaw:d the strests of

Beeton, D. 4. lones argulng fin favour of a by—law tc cootrol



their wanderinge {103,

By Aprll, 1890 the newepaper was able to report =n [nstitute
menbaership of 3112 wlth a numbar of these bauing farmers. Tt had

bwen decided Lhat "To ment the wante of thaoge not residing in the

vlllage and coming to Town on the average of but once a

Week. . lhat payment of the arnual doliar entltles a rerher to

talte put two bocks at a tixwe " The 800 wolumes it the collection

had besn purchased fur & total of 600 with the printed catalogus
making tha walaction of books to borrow Yan sasy matter". Tha
writer moinpted oot that "The lusuituze is deserving of swen still
greater palronage than at present accorded." {113,

A farther pddition wee amde 2o the collecticn in Cotober,
1491 with the Tnsbltute *closed for a day or two in order that
the ldbrary committes might claseify and arrange a large nunber
of new wilumes", Thess had been chosen by Mazars, Wigglesworth
and W, H. Hammel]l (leocal M.P.P.) who Were cormcendad for sflucting
"o splendid ldat ar wvaluablze bpeks, . al a very low price”,
Ineluiing the wrilluge of Iohn Buskzin, Villkie Collins and Darwin,
g8 wWell a2 34 volumes in & Suclal Sclence serios "which smbrace

T .

the leading authors on these interesting Lopic It was the

apinion of the wridter that the "addition So tke library, thoush
auntaindng: several of the lighter class of fictiom, i un the
woacle much mors substantial, vesful and edIfying resding thar tho
majority of works now on hand, and will be much prailses by the
class of renders who 1dke te resd; bub who are nob particeuiarly
lnrerasted in the stroggled and perplexities whkich bafell Emeliin

Jane from the time sbe lell school until she became the Zanpy



bride af Adulphus Ceorge". He went on to recommend to the young
men of the village thot becoming mewmbers of the institote would
zatter “gocupy the time they now sguander arouna the village

corners and stares". (12 The 500 catalogues which wers mado
availabla To the memkers bthok 48 4o 5D puges to Iist all the

books <181,

fic mention was found of where the Inetitute was locazed 1in
the firest years but later evidenca indicates that it was probably
ln the Post OFfffee snd that the librarian was officially D. A.
Jonea and unpfricially bls wile, Jlassde (133, The flirset location
af the Past Offlce with D. A e PostDaster was in bhils houvse on
Centre Streal. Lbater Lt was anead to hlo wi0re on the oorthwest
corner of Main arnd Centre Stresta. This would bave bwen aflter
the filre of 1592 whea he puilt. the Rlock of S brick bulldings
whick etdll exiet at 2 Madn tc 10 Maln Street West. The fire of
1492 was a devastating blow to the Village, in ane aolght
destroying most of tThe heart of the commercial area on both sildes
Nt Maln Stract as well as howmes and livelihoodes. (343 Howewer,
the Poet Office and the Institute's collection both sureisad.
LEETON PUBLIC LIDEARY: ‘1845-19049

The Mechsnice' Taetitute supporters were: again gulck tp take
advantage of provinsial lepislation with the passlng of Tthe LOGS
et to amend and comeclidate the Lote respecling Free Libraries
and Mechavice Inetitutes "™ {46 Victorila Stetutes af Ontario 13580
which allowed a municipal councl]l tao enact s by-law to convert a

Machkanics! Instiztute intoca free public library., Sugh .a public

library could nos ke sopported through tazes but the provincs
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witld grant up to $#100 to mabch 4 municipal grant from the
Village for the purchace gl bouks, (153

A comeunication was tient from the Board of Management of the
Hechanlce' Institute To the Tillage Council an July 30, 1G85
requestlng that the Viliape take over eontrol of the Library, X
wat then “"Moved by Councillor Smith and seconded by Councillaor
Scott that the petition of the Boerd of Management of the Public
Library Tto hawve the library transfered o the corporation of the
Viliapgse o1 Laeton a5 B Jdtatute be adopted and the Librarvy ba
fortawith trawnsfered and that the Courcil row appcint the
followling ag managere Thoe Lanten o retilre lst Peb—986 Joeseph
Wright i=t Feb—9% 1 & Macphersun st Peb-98 and thab the Clark
natity the School Board of this resclution at once as providec by
Statuze® {162, Joseph Wright was & Heswe of the Village for ©
terms and the Town Tlerk for many years following., Josepk
Kacphorson was Principal of the beslon Schoal, Counagil startad

gut wall with a grant of 100 For baoke in Kowvember and another

5428 a few months later: In the Counsil appeintmente for 1896 A
L, MoArchur replaced Thomas Lannen for a two year term. 4ll

thres wen wers subseguently va-appointed for O ysar terss and M
MacPherson was also appbinted Treasurer of the Library Doard and
school auditar for an annual saiary of @B, I8

Arcund 1898 D, 4. Jonas bullt & 2 bulldiny bricyi block at
1=—14 Hain EBrrset West. 12 ¥ain Btreeset Vesl Lbooan the logation
for the Fost OFfice and the Library antil the death of Mre, B, 4.

(Frances). Jones, the Postmiztress from 1910-1914; sccarding to

Marjoris Druory's brief hietary of ghe Library;,; "“The story goes
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that when the property wae staked out Tor constiuetion of other
Bulldings . &, Jones mowved the eteles aon to Life properiy unkows
ta the bullder, Thos the walls wera built leaving ¥r. Jonas the
two end walls to {inish.' <193 Presumably Chis was theé
additional space required for Lhe Litrary, In May, 1600 Counsil
granted $1A0 pn the reguest of the Library Bosrd but thers le no
mentlion af why., Sinee this 1= E80 aore =han the province would
catch far book purchaces, perbans the new locatlen raqiiraed
additiconal shelving. & new catalagus was slso writtenm that yEar
abd addad To until 1913, In a zeautiful cooperplate hand 1
recards all the books st111 in the cgllection from April, 1847
oan, (20! llsing it awd the Putlic Iibrary Roll ard Pecord Book

for 1005 1t is poesibie to trace the types of books on the

ehalves and what tilles the members were actually reading.

Celexary . Colisctior = Ciroulstion
History 321 =4g
Histordcal Tales 41 G4
Biography 132 ik
Vovagals Z0z 27
Zravel and Adventure 38 e
Boelenre and Art 114 1%
Ceneral Literature a4ad B34
Postry and Draga a7 1%
Religious Literatira 308 a5y
Flctlon Bfx 15349
Hiscellaneous (Juyvendle¥: 307 43

Yorks of Reference ‘AT a7



Logjr.

Accurdlng 1o The instructions to the libraridan on the firet page
£t the Library Stock Catelpgue, the books were 1o be labelled
with tha first letter af thelr category followed by a number in
arder al 1te ertry under that category, This woulé explsin why
cataloguing was such a major unduertnking, reguiring the clceing
af fhe Llbracy for up bo o month while all the tooks wers

callected; reordered; numbered and listed by title; aulhor,

punlisher, price, and acquisitlon date.

It 1e difficult to know exactly what the Litrary was called
et thiSe Ll [neilde Lhe Libragy Stocz: Catalogue 1s a stomp that
sayes Deaton Frae. Liboary. [n Gounell Minutes the ralferance wad
alway=z to tho Bedeton Fublle Libcacsy Roacd, Howisver, [T 1@

ponathile Lhatl she commen ussee was &8t11]1 the Mecharndes Library.

In pevar a Day so drighl Eate Adtlen, later Imown o= Mrs. A, Lo

thopsands of Canadian kousewlves, reminisces about har ablldhodd
in Beseton In the esely 1904000, She repewbered the "Mechanlcos!
Library...(lasl & poky little hele bahind the post office;, and
Are, Jones aduinistered Lt. The books were on & par with the
surraoundings; pretty dull. " LEZ) Bhe must have found som: Doole
ta read. In the 1801 Roll and Baccrd Book Hate SodtT 13 listed
as owiling the Library $.26 (232,

The Mra, fores montioned woclkd be ¥Mrs. D A, (lessded Joness
who S£led in 1938, Karried since 1883, Mr=: JTanss bad no ahlldren
tut was the sacial leader of the comaunity, “"a porcelein-liks
litrle figure, tiny, stralghl as sn arrow, beavtifully dressed!
(242 In her speech pn “Worman's Lawful Flace in the Kilogoom of

God” to the 4. W.F.N.5,, she kad sadd "we the sioters: ..clalm the



-0

right of freeborn citizens to the privilege of being co-workers
in the glorious cause of extanding God's Kingdom to the ends of
the earth." (26)

The Library seemed to operate placidly throughout the early
1900's with only a few disturbances. J.A. Macpherson was again
appointed to the board in January, 1901 but resigned in March.
His replacement, A. A, Carpenter, was himself replaced by the
Rav, ¥W. ¥W. Wallace in June. In 1902, for the firset time, the
January board appolntment was made through a by-law with an
unnamed board member appointed along with the Town Hall caretaker
and the Truant Officer. Anther member resigned in March, 1906.
Council salled a public meeting to diecuse the Public Library and
the Niagara Power Company. (26) While most of the maeting
centered around the Niagara power question, the library
unfortunately received its share of attention. "lIn reference to
the public library, 1t was decided to dispense with the
reading-room and to issue ticketa for 25 cents, with the
privilege of raeceiwving twelve books. Therae are two vacanciaes on
the board, and it is likely they will be filled at the naxt
counsil meeting.™ (27

The Council grant varied in these years, perhaps depanding
on the health of the Village economy and the sucocesa of the
crope: 290 in 1900, $256 in 1802, 330 "half year'e grant" in
March, 1803. In 1504 1 found the first mention of a Decembar
payment of $50., In 1807 this is listed as 4 paymsnt to "D, A
Jones librarian,” an amount to cover rental, beating and care of

the library that can ba cnmparad.tn tha 850 paid to tha caretaker
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of the Town Hall bthe same year, (283
YEARS OF FPOBSIBILLITIES: 1900-1014

The newspopar of Decenber 18, 10909 carried +the complaints
that pedole ware not ueing the library, the booke wers "a

eplendild” lot but old, any Courcdl Wee not rroviding enough

mon&y. It =aems bog bad to cthrow gut such a lot of fine books.
Ant yet, why pay rant for sowethineg hardly ever vead™ On ths
same pags (= an artlele sbout the firest librasy lnetitute for the

Collingwond distrist to be held Tanpary Z20-21 utnder the direction
of the Untario library saseceiatlon. EBach litrary in the district
was ragulrad to send one delaghte or have 38 deducted from the
provincial grant, she delegate's expenees Lo be paid oy the
department af education. The program wae ©o ilnclude topics on
Ltnrury woTk and addresses by "progioeot llbrary workers",
including Mr. W E. Harsoy, provincial inepector of puslie
lloraries. (201

ML car be assumed that Beseton responded because 1910 was =
year Of new inltiatives for the Library Board, Thz firet Minutes
end accounts Jdate from that yesr. In the sosoople far 1810 ths
Treasurer reported oo April & "D, A, Jonws pd me recelpts from
sale of cards", while Hovenmper 3 and Decexber 31 fthe notaticn
read "hkecelvedl Jron Litrarian receipts of fines and card cales”
30 When 3100 was granted by Councill Zor new books 1t was
duclded by the board o spend %40 on fiction and 54 on
nonfiction (31l:. The library was <losed so that all the
cutstanding books could be returned and the 130 usw books

claseified. The dpard ordered the printing of 500 members cards,
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gach Zo ceel 10 cents and to be good Tar the loan or renewal af
12 upoks 2323, I'ne Beeton World wrote thal interest had revived
with the reopening of the Lihrary and BO membirship cards had
slready heen Issusd. (o Hovember 7, Hr, Aitken "gave a report of
zhe public ldGrary, which showed thet & great ceal of interest i
Being tales tn 4t and that the dutlew of the livrarian are e fanugy
satisfactorily performed!. (45

L. &, JTopew died aon November 20, 1010, [ the same lssus ac
hls torg and sffectipnate obituary, was the inforealisn thas
candldiales for the Postmester's job Wers dlready annouecing
themsalves, but that "A pelition has been clrculated and largely
wignud, asking for the appointment of ¥Mrs, Jones, who is METY
capable of {illing ‘the position', The former Frances Barton of
Toronto had married D. &4, the prewionun year (34: Altkhough her
appolntrent as Postmivtrese was not made afficdal untdl Octobers
cf 15911 (3%, she continved to run the Poet Offics and the
Library in the Lloterim  As the December % mesting, Council
auvthoriged $80¢ paid to ¥rs. D. A, Ipnes for “"rent for 1LLrary
raam'' {35,

Another mmtter of slgnifigamce to the Library st thal
meeting was a motion "Moved Ly Priogle sec by MeCutchecn that the
Counail of Beeton agree to furnish & free fite for a public
library 1{ Library Basrd shoult succwed in gatting a grant from
andreaw Carnegle to bulld and egulp sald ldibrary oulldiong" (371,
Thie followsd & meellng O Lhs Board gn Decerber 2 when two
pemorrs i the board pf Trade mitendsd to clscuss The possibllity

ol approaching Mr. andrew Carnsgle fcr a grant, The Board passed
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& resolutlon "in favar of taking staps for msaking application La
Nr. Andrew Carnegle for = donaticn of Five Thousard Dallare for

&

Tublle Library apd resolution be submitted to the Town councll

¢t

Zoard". 1585

L February, 1911 & equib in The Heeten World noted shat
Marlidale kad received a commitment of 35000 from He, Carnegli
providiug certain cuniizions were met (203. The usual conditicne
For building u Carnegie llirary included an agroszeant from
Counzil o commist an awount =gual e 10% o che grant to tha
aperaticn of <ha mew llbrary in each (ollowing year

AT the March & Council mesting 1L was "Moved by Wray sec by
MoCuzoheon Lhat Messere layes [Councillor]l and Akens [ Board
Sverataryl be a comeltbic appointed 4o draft s resolucion on
behalf of the councll tp be forwarded Lo Mr. Carnegie regarding
petillcn for a llbrary grant." (40} The 1811 accounbs read "Her
L7 prelage to Androw Carnegle 2o ddly.  Ou Honnay afterncon,
June 5, 1911 & public meating was held to diacues the Carteg o
Library bouilding bul was paarly attended due e a rainstorm. A
second mealing of properly owners was called o Baturday night,
I0th In the ananeil chamnbar "to discuss the quesTtion and also ta
conclder waat stepe s2kall be taken o pravids ncre shad
aoctmslabion for the town, Farwers and 3ll others wao are
interested” were requesled to attend. <423

Thi=z [@ the last menziaon of & Carmegle i1ibrdry in Board
winutes, Couecil minutss wr the newspaper, Ho Lolorration 1=
given as= Ta why ths grant was nover feceiwved, whether the

appllinticn was tuwrned down ar whobler the Council ar +ha
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property owners could not aceept the conditioms, At Lhe Adugust
1l Broard noeilng a moticn was passed to recuesl £50 from Council
tor new booke and a notice wald oo G2 inserted 1n the paper
abnouncing the Library would be closed for Augiust and requesting
the return of all bocka €433}, That Decamber, Courcll motions
Were padsed o approve the openlng of & bowling aliey and o
billiard and paol rocm (447,

At the January Heard mesting communication wao receiwed from
Mrs. Jones requesting $4 zaer aooth selary in addition tn thae $50
apnual rent for the library space. At the sake peweting 1t was
decided bo Bend o committee to the Tecumseilh Tewnshlp Council to
ask for a grant "In aopeldoraltlion of she nember- af out of town
mempers partaking of the beneflts of the Litrary oo tke ssome
footing as residents of Beaeton", (45 This lesue wes not
rasolwved tntil the KNovembor meetitg wioun 1t was decided thac
"nonresidents of the wvillage, paying no taxes Towards 1tse upkeep
and not sttending the Beoton Fubllc School, who wisn to take out
booxe be charged a membarshily fee= of ($1,00) One Dollar per year
thie to cowver all charges for carde ar other form of Tecard that
may be uve=sd"; (4&}

4 committes from the Bcard met with Mes. Jones Lo discuse the
issue al her salary, It reported to the February mesting that
Mire, Jones had agreed to $25 per year to be pald quarterly ar
manthly.  Fhe Boand aleo declded to present oo estlimate of
mboEGEaly annlal wxpefsson Lo Gounoll, 447y Councll MMovid by
Vray sec by HoCutecheon thsat the awnual grant paid to Mee. Do A

Jonea far rent heating and clerka services for public library be
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Tiwad at Sewventyiive Dollare and Lhat a fvrther svm aof Fifty
bollsre e gaid bt ths Fublic ibrary Board when demanded for the
purchaze ot bocke catalogulng and extra", 48 The Council d4id
grant 240 on vaguest in Decembar for now books (493, The
provincial prent wae $45.45 and for the first tiwse the Libracy
pEcelved a $10 grant from the Couily of Simcoe (53D,

Hres. Jones attendes the Gooarglan Distrlet Lisrary Ivstitute
metlng held in Midlams July 2030, 1013 and reported back to Lhe
Board azT the august 13 meeting, 11 must hawve boun an Informstlve
Lralning seselon as & numser of lsesues were then dlscoszed by Lhe
BErar:d:; 1= was decided that a regular monthly meeting would ba
neld, The notion of a ryeading ropm with o limlted wamber -of
ragazines subsceriptione wae discuseed then tahled, The sccrelary
revorted havine made application to the Inspectar of Librarilas,
Toronto Zor the services of the Official Cataloguer to supervise
the catalogwuing o the Library as early as poselble. It was also
moved to recommend to Council that the number of appolotments Lo
1l bosrd e incressed by fouvr, with Mrs, D. A, Jones; Mrse. M, L,
AitFen, Mrs., W. H. Hammell and IMr. A. 0. Gaul suggested as

canaldates. (517 Councll zveniuvally responacd in Oobobes by

appointing 3 additional Boara mambers, Hre, W, 3 Hammell, Hre.
. &, Janes, and Mre. M, 1, &dkens Leicl. &t the Tollowing

reeting Miss Henee Wright was appointed in plasa gf Kre. Jones,
as= her appointment was discovered to be 1llegal, (523

Deeplze thedr intentions she Board did oot hold 1te next
meeting until Eovember 27, The resdlug-roow was voted against,

thie thriEs new Womsn membHers were o form a Socopk sslection



commlittes=, Mre. Jlonee was esked ta Frepars oook reviews for the

rawspaper and 3 ol lhe men Were =sent o Council to raquest E20

for books. (531 Council must bave seen feeling particularly
generous since the grant made was for 530 (543,

Sevan Doard meetlags wire held {1n 1814,  The Beoard lost Rew,
Lawhars ae & member because he was net & property owner and
therafore did not gualify sinder the Public Library Act, It was
dec lded Yhal the books should be insured wlth Ferth Mutual

lusarance Co. far SHOG. Kr:i, Jones attended a Zistrict institute

mzeting in Meaford anc rotuwrned with several new fdesas. How

boake should be purchased throughout Ll year rather than
apnitally to sustain the publia's nterast Damagad books shoold
nat ke lufl on the shelf in disrepalr azd it was sugpested that a

ladize committes could anderbakse the repairs as they were not

difrdceit, & staryteliing hour covld te hald for amaller
children once a week with wolunteers. At anouosl sllowance of &1
wae woted for Mre. Jonew for housscleaning the library. Mre.

Jones also successiully repeated her previous reécunet for o
wrrlting decsk as this would be reeded by the Offizial GCataloguer
who would be commenoing wils the cataloguing on dcgush 20, (BE)
The catalogulng was completed September 2, listinz 1063
nonfictian, 823 adult fictiow and 231 juvenile bouks (56, This
same ALccession book was in usSe until 19432 when a fire in the

library room destroysed moet of the tooke.
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(Full sitations for tha followlng eources are provided in the
Livliography, 2 :

1, Beaeton YWorld, ¥ov. 45, 1886, p. 1.
2. Bow. . 13-1G.

2. Beeton World, ¥pw, 18, 1886, p. 4,
4. Drury,

e, Bzeton YWorld, Yov. 24, 19140, p. E.
&. Platt. p. 62-62,

Hi Bzeton World. Inly 86, ‘18849, p. 5.

§. Library Stock Catalogue,

9. Dﬁurj,

10. Beston WYarld, Junes 13, 1688 To Dao, 86, 1688, p.o.

11, Beeton World. -Aprdl 8, 1880, p. 5,

12, Beeton Vorld. Dzt. 1, 1681,

13, Beeton World. Cet, 16, 1891,

14, Adzken. Py 1207121,

15 PlatE: o, 48, 101, 34-=35.

16, Bow, P« Y518

17. Council Minuvtes. July 30, 18BE, P 222

id, Cpuncll Mimuktes. HWowv. 26, 189% to Jan. 26, 1899, p. 232, 284,
240, 2, 821, 964, 35649,

19, Druapey.

20, Library dtock Catalogue.

1, Boll and Record Boaok,

22. Aitken. T 120-123.

23, EHoll and Hecord Book.

2. Altken., Pp. Z11-2132.

2B, Worlda, s i=TuH

2. Council Minutes. Jan. 14, 10404 March 11, 1901; June 11, 1801 ko
April 2, 1804, p. B1, 76, 258, 250,

2%, ¥World, Rppdil 18, 190&8, w. B

f8. Council Minntes. March 4, 18902 o Jun, 14, 1807, p. 85, 99, .106,
131, 1o, 284, 258,

20. World. Dec. 16y, 1RGO, M 5,

30, Library hccounte, La1qQ, g, 244,

31. Baard Mlnwtes, Kay 32, 1810, p, 7.

32. Board Minutes, Aug. 10, 19210, p. ©,

33, Beetan World. Oat, 2¥y E8i10, v 5 Hov. 10, 31910, p. 5,

1. Beetan World, Newe, 24, 1814, p. B

S5, Beeton World. Oot, &, 1831, p. 4.

36, Council Minutese, Deo, 5, 1980, p. S46.

a7. Ihid,

38, Board Hinuvtes. Dec, 2, 1910, .. 11.

389. Beston World. Feb. &, 1911, p, B,

&0, Council Minutes, March 8, 1811, p. 354,

41, Library Accounts. igil, p. 247,

43, Benton World, Jupe. 8, F911, @, o5

43, Board Hinutoo. . = R I =l 1 3 o O R v

44, Council Winutes. Dec, 4, 1031 =, 386 Dec. Ib, 1911, @B, 8259,

45, BoarZs Miwates., Jan. 30, 1912, p. 15



1,
4T
48,
40,
=41
- 8
52
A

L
oo

5
5.

] P

Board Ninules., ¥owv. 23, 1512, p. 21,
Board Milnntes, Feh. 2, 1413, P+ 19,
Councll Mitndtes. Feb. B, 1913, P 875,
Becton Yorld, Dec, 5, 1912, p. 5,
Livrary Adccounts. 1912, p, =248.

Soard Minutes, Aug. &, LOis =, 25-2F,

Council Minntes, Oez. 8, 1813, po oAd15) Wow,

Joard Minutes, How., 27, 1843, 5 29,
Council Minutes, Dec,. 1, 1913, p. 417

Joard Minutes, Feh., 27, 1914, g 31 tc Das.

Catalogue. 1914-1042,

3

11

1913, p. 416,

- 43,
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;E L *:;::Il:la Hate. Hixw [={a] T, Tﬁfﬂhtﬂ. Lnnﬂmnﬂ_ ﬂ]"ﬂ'ﬂn &

Kate Altken's memories of her childhood in Beeton are a valuable
ald in giving a fzel for the times and the lives of tha pecpla than.

2. Beston (Ont.). Village Council, Kinputes. 1BAS-1802, 1802-
1899=1916, ' o=l

The Council Minutes give & conseoutive legal record of the actions
of the Council in relation to the Library. WVery little wention is
made of the Mechanics' Imstitute in the Minutes but after 1805 4t is
possible to find continuouvs references to the Public Library.

3. Beeton Public Library Board. u Accounts, 1910-1957,

If a record was kept of the activities of the Mechanies' Institute
or the first years of the Public Library, it has unfortunately been
lost. The existing Minutes do not bagin until 1910 but after that

date are a useful record of Board activities, employees and
expendltures.

4. The Beeton Vorld [(newspaper]l. Beeton (Ont.3, 1BB&6-1887,
1889-1902, 1906, 1908-1913.

The County of Simooe Archives holde not a continual run but many
of ths early iscues of the paper on miecrefilm. Reading the neEwspapar
of the time provides good background informsation thst is not part of

the formal Ninutes and also gives a semnse of the amblence of the
commanity.

§. Bow, Eric C. "The Public Library Movement in Kineteenth Century
Ontario”. University of Toronto, Toronto, 1987,

This article is a lucid and informative history of the development
af public libraries in Ontarioc pre-1900. It contains a good

explanation of the wvarious provincial Acts affecting libraries during
that time.

&. Condensad Accession Book. Beeton, Sapt. 1914 to May 1942,
Provides interesting information on the types and numbers of books
which were added to the collection throughout this period.

T. Drury, Mrse. Gordom (Marjorie). A History of the Beetom Fublioc
Library [pamphletl. BHBseton, 1977.

This one page history 16 mainly concerned with the move to a
library building in 1962 but did provide some useful pointars and
dates fTor the period ] was working on.

8. Library Stock Catalogue: Beeton Freée Library. Beston, April, 1899
to December, 10913.

[t was helpful to have actual lists of the titles bought.

2, FPlatt, Bart. Heeton lB74-1874. Canada, 1974.

¥hile the book did not contain a great deal of information on the
history of the Library, it was possible to trace wvarious bits and
pleces, such as the locations of the Post Office and Library. It waa
aleo & useful source of background information on the Village.

10. Publie Library REole and Record Book., Beaton, 1001,

The record book comtained the circulation numbars and types for
1901 by patren. It is useful to form a picture of what booke pecple
were borrowing comparad to what booke were selacted ae lmportant.



