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"

i - A HISTORY OF THE BEETON PUBLIC LIBRARY
) By 'lrs. Gorden [(Harlorlie) Drury
January 1977

tThE Fublle Librery 18 & part of the educational syetem of the Province of
NIATLO,

We are moat fortunate as A village to have n Publie Library. There are G78
unlflnnlltlua in Ontario but Public Libraries are located in leaa than helf
T then. .

#ll over one hundred yeare ago "The llechsnica Institute * was started in

nelAnd. On Hovenber 22, IRBA a ilechanics Institute was established Lln Beeton
v,0.A.Jonea. Through his efforts a Promincial associmtion was formed, artlcles

of lncorperation were signed, registered books were
arenéged and becton became what was then known as a Free Library unoer the

LAbrarles act" which was pmssed in Iod2 and was probebly the moet imoortent
vent 1n Tthe History of Libreries in Untarlio. The flrst circulstion took gleRce
1 ny IBH7 Bo we have the forerunner of the beeton Publie Library which thus
~oanae, later, part of the well orgsnized Library System of the year ISII,

The flrat headquarters was in the Port Ufflce bullding which was sltuated
1 Main Street nov occuPled by the Hoyerl Hank of Canade. Thir hulldine wes
11t im aporoximAtely [HOA, The atnry peas thet when the orourrty wes nteaked
4t for congtruction af other hulldinegs D.oA.Jdnnea moved the satrkes on to hile
roserty unknown te the huilder, Thus the valls were buillt lesving Mr, Jones
he two end walle to Tiniah,

In I9Ln fipre Aestroved nnat of the hoeks in the Library nlthoush the reooms
are anly Alishtly dampArred, The Lihrary BoaArd aterted over praln, ourchased
~rxs nnd earried on Ain A room in the Orgleton bloek en the mouth side of the
nin Street until it moved to the Council Chambera in I95% vhere 1t remalned
1til T96&?, During I962 the Board purchaged the pregent hulldine from the BEell
“nieshene Company for #2000.00, The bullding wes remodelled and repalred by
~rion Bray. Frank Prothero instelled a new furnace and the Stewart Brothers
«#rl and Norval) did the wirine.

“he Library conorlsed At Cirat twe rooms. In Beeton Centennial Yeapr IG7L
nether room wae added and 18 called the “"Centenniml Hoom " whieh was one of
‘he eriginal sltes where electricity was generrted in Beeton., Thia reem 15 &
weding and reference room, Several other additions have been nade to the
Ybrery equlpment to remodel and up-date the bullding . These include new
<elvine, trollevg, tables, chaire and desks.Well stocket with borks the
thrary 18 A plesaAsnt olace to viELT,

The Library ls takin: ite culturel plece in our comnunlity &nd with a growlng
enaberghin , the membershin novw 1s abeut &00, will play even n lereer part., The
torery Board auoreciated the interest and financial help of the Eeeton Women's
"natitute.

Tn I275 Beeton honoured twe of 1ta longtime Library boapd lembers when lirs.
red, Spearine end Yipa, V. E.Kearne recelved plagues presented by Torper reeve
. d.KH.JeXelvey.It 18 thought that llra., Kearna was Tirst appolnted To tha
rard in 1924, iirs. 3pearing served continucusly on the board from I4%3d to I474.

Membership -- approxinately oUU takling in Tecuanseth and sclela townehlps.

County of 3Slncoe Lliorary peckmoblle calls four times & yesr leaving Flve or
i* aundred books including large print books on loen. any bogks not svalleble
ape nAY be recuested from the Gounty of Simcoe Library throush the inler
Lhrrpy Loan ayaten

Mur Public Library ls & nember of the Oeorilan Bay Reeionel Llbrary aystem
hWiph will sunnly filme And telkine booka nn requaest,



-11fﬁguqh D.A.Tonep was prat mARter for p number of verrs he mAlan enjoyed
wntlng, Some will remenher aeeine the al¥, Aeep nnd moeas herns henizing in
“he Library room hehind the nngt nffira.

In reference tn n Library Renorda Beck s neatineg of the Hew Board appointed
¥ Tthe town eruncil and achocl trustees to undeprtake the management of the
“ublic Library war held in the readind room

At Bo,ma Mareh In, I9I0,
The members nf the Board sre Rev, J.J.8perling, Jehn Lannin (whe built the
nuse where John Hoover lives on lain St.)

. W.H.Davis (printer )}, Anrus Smith,
-J.Fell (hardware store), Herb J Law (Reeve }, and I'.L. (Louls) Altken (Secrete
rry-tresaurer).

* The followine names liated in the Minutes Booke down throuch the years have
'layed an important vart in the work of the Library; Rev, !r. Fox (United

~hurch Minlater), Rev. Mr. Lambert (U.C.Minsster) ,Mra. D.A.Jones, "r.Thomas
'inmmell (pe- Insursnce and Earl's grandfather) Mrs. M.L.Altken, Mra, W.H,
“rimmell, Andrew G. Gaul (Jewelle

r), Miess Henle Wright, Mre.D.A.Jones (2nd.wife)
~ibrarian, Mr., W.T. Stewart,

(Hre. Harry Canmplins Tather who hed the corner
store at Yaln ahd CentraStrests), Hev.

Battersby (Anglican !!iniater), Henry II,
-itken, E.G.Miller (school teacher)y Mp. A.B.Howesn, Hareld strangways, Hev.
‘11an P.Kennedy (Anglican Minister), Dr, Fred. Spearing, Hev. bLedford (U.C.
‘Inister), George E, Reynolds (Mra. Jack Canmpling Tather who had the corner
ftore At narth JAin and Centre atreete. ), !ira. Sam. Halney, .iams ‘arion Plerann,
~ibrrrian and A slater to Mra. Ira Palnerd, Dr. Kelth F. Hoczera | fev, Lovering
(United Church Minister who parrined Jeck and liary Cnmplin), Mra, 3. Hay, John
fnrlﬂtnn,ﬁrEBVEJ,FrEd,E.FlerEun‘ post master and Llibrarian rfor 2lyears, Lirs.

-«E.fearns, Mrs. Wesley Lell, Hev, Adens{U.G.AIN. ), Harry e.Camplin, hev. a.
<larkelAng. Hin.),llrs,

tlwood Corweti, sev.H.u, Uleverdon (anglican lilnister

‘ho married the writer of thls story), urs, Fred, Spesring,lirs,s.G.Greenlsister
nf George Ferguson), Howard Galbraith, hev . H.G.blake(Ang.Ain)Yy Mre. W.A.
nlwell (Librarisn), W. Eluyn ging (re-Insurance), Hre. S.h.lcKelvey, Rev,H.E.
‘2bb (Ang.Min.), Are, W.W.Cole (Librarien for I3 yeers), Cecil A.brittein,
Tames Thompaon (Reeve), Mra. Enid Lavin, (Hotel), Yrs. Elernnr "ecCapue, Roy
‘rleman{Reeve ), Thomas Little (Reeve), "'ra. Kny Parecns, Frenk Hossiter, Mre.
‘1118 Taylor (hardware atore), "ra, Charles Poprter (Lived where Delln Velain
lives), Earl Hanmell{Re Insurance), “ary “cCnpue (Assistant Librerisn), Wealey
‘uer (bank manpger), Hev, Rehert Vatthews (Ang.Min.), Ernest Letts (Heeve),

r. Brucker, “'rg, Heprnld Pattiprew, Earl Prown (Reeve), Mira, Sidney Kearns,
dorothy Colemsrn (Assiatant Librarien),tnvee Deppriek (Agatptnat Librerrian),
Jrs. A Wrisht (Jeniter), Billie Yataon Jr, (Assiatent Librerian), “re. Fred.
it, Petera (Librerian slnee April I, ISER),Ed. Boynton (Heeve), Lawrence

‘nwton (Reeve), 'rs. John Hoover, Mra. Max, Yilaon, Connla Strachan{Aasistant)
tibrarian), Ed. VMeDermntt,Mra. Corden Arnstrong, Sheridan Yefinty (Reeve), and
“re Allen Bennett.

In 1976 the Library Bosrd had a droo -bo¥ made and put in the Yariety Falr -
corner stope.
The Boapd “enbers for I977 are Sheridan MeGinty, Ed, Heblermott, Mfre. Cordon

‘rmetrong (sec-treasured, lirs.Allan Bennett, Mrs. John Hoover and 'irs.Rred,St.
“eters (Librarinn). Viesit the Library

“ours Open Tuesday night 7:00-9:00
Thuraday night 7:00-9:00
Saturday afterncon I:30- L4:80

Booka
Feooke are Keys to wiadom's tremsnure

Enoks are gates to lands of pleasure
Booka are paths that upward lead
Brrka Are Triends, Cone lat us Teand.,

authnr Unknown,



