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senl-day Duniclle Gale ia
Becton was the skiz of &
Buny railway station and

_The
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iNE wer, § IUESVE WD
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@ narroreed B, The b
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amion bave boen prrtty well
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historicallly comecy name (o
WEh 8 ol is “milwey
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“irmin w@ution”.

For over 10 years, from
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Beeian CNR station waa
hame for Dlga Galbraith
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ents, Howard and Julis
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ol g
iy s

Hhorwand hadd szariod with
CH = Deseroaio, near
Believills, in the 1920 sub-
sequent tanslers iook the
family o Advagh, mess
Parry Sowsd, and Lidaey, in
B Orillia area, “The Ukiney

Elaiire, and ibere was »
verancy ol Beeion, which
Dad epplicd for and
obiained.” Olga recalls.

“When we amived here
e continged, 1 think e
the populagion of Beglon
was shoul #00 - 500 peogile,
Diad liked working w1 the
Beston mmtion. [ wasmy as
basy a3 & mainking siation,
which Ibe previous osen
WEFE."

The CN sation wai, &
many ways, the focsl poini
of the comsmmity. The CPF
sation, logaied further wes
of the village and on the
railway's mais lise. sever
hadl the zame fiendly, dowe
Iscemiz muniosplcie,

For example, men woald
COIne enved I the s for
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Howard, The village pos-
masier drove over @ pick up
the mail from e traina, and
o drop -ul'l' uuumn. I-uu-_n
and The &
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Life at Beeton’s Canadian National Station

Plck them wp far delivery
arnend ithe villsge

Howard's duties inehaded
eelling tickews, sccepling
eapicis shipmeais, wicing
ol thee irabns and notifying
the conzignees, seading
I:-I::n.ml, Copyimg raip
arden from the CHE dis-
fakcher, and giving them i
et rmin crews, He wal o
daty from 7:30 am. o 530
P & 8 fule, them were o
trmin thressgh afber that sime.

Track makmenance was
parformed by a crew ol
warkers kmown &6 the see-

Epesiic foction of tracks,
eriially aboul scven miles,
Amoag ghe crow mombars
were Jakoe Sunserion and
Earl Collima.

Trains come nowth IALG
Beeson o Hamilion asd
Geargeiows, destined for
Bamie snd Collingwosi.
And, uneil Oceober, 1955,
Bocbon even originated s
owm Irain, Beading wp (b
back muie @ Collngwesd,
win alkison, Eversis, Liske,
Clesain, Creemore, end
was known a1 8 “mived
lmmin” (both passenger mnd
[eeipght can), wes affection-
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grocery and clothing stores,
= well ot panges, cbtained
iiems by railway evpress,
caried on the trmin, Coal for
Bealing aho came in; even
shipmeais of seeds. The
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[pers arrived on the Late frain,
and neweiboye wers e i

M in Special’, "The Hog
Special’ and The Becton
Flyer', among olhei names,
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in Ohcober, 19355,

TEwin Emc was & major
evenl ol the day in Boctom:
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weinild drop by the staien w0
wakch mrrivaly and depar-

THE FORMER BEETON CN STATJDN

HOWARD GALBRAITH
—Statlon Master

tures, b0 tefk with (e iradn
'_Cl"'“‘il. I e Wil WA SO~
ing inka jowmn, or lEsving.
For yousg boys. of course,
i big siiractions were ihe
magnifices) mgam locomo-
dves (hs pallad the Failad,
wiiih teir gnhm=im,
clankizg siderody, 10dking
belli, and best of all, thewr
hemidilel, mourndul whigle
Ibai peny shivern wp anil
dereen the spane.

On hot semmer days,
wistn the air was suil, the
Exnamiul whitlles coulid be
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done ot Beeion, ofien &

[riendly engincer would give
i tab ride shoard his bocos
motive 1o & youthlel wil-
lager, inviting him up io s
warld of gleaming hrasy
gaugsd. bt lovers, Lthrob-
bing pumpd, amnd & Grekos
conmining & raging cosl fiee.
Fox somee, ithia chilihood ink-
liation b locomintives bad o
& Hfetimee: fmscinatbon with
rallwiayi, perhaps even a
emter w1 3 filmader. Olpa,
maturally, = 00 seEager
g cabs. “Of course, all
of B e kagw dad”

In laker yeary the puasen-
ger truin was &0 nususl
el l-propefled sei of coach:
e, parwered by @ cmntanker-
Wihen this umil, not infre-
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the rehsble vees locoma-
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Park. Barrie, just morth of
the: Eoimer Allandale slaton.
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ing bedrooms, des, bath-
oo mnd living moom., The
khghen and ganiry wenz on
the groesd Noof, sdpiming
the waiting room and sgent’s
edlice. When e o were
due, Dlga or her mother
would have in cloie e win-
dows, o keep oug the bil
krwing coal smoke.
Cooking was domse on a
coal mnge in (he kitchom,
islusted on the easl side of
the sisthoa, Asother coal
nove peowided heal lor the
building. The wailing reom's
walls were of varmished

wood, The silerior was
painied crmam and green for
many years, then finally in a
brownish-rod cokoar, An old
caboosg was localed near
e dmation e the conduchon
ind brakeman fof the
Creemore beanch train o
alecp im

Ini the grommuds on e casi
side, Hovwand plasged 2 row
of peed He sl mEnEinsd
8 veperabls gasden, and
planted Mowerw Anocher
|‘urn:r wild Tising pigeons
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including Diga. rode the
trmin 1o 18 high hed in
Alliason 0 snesd Grade 13,
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School did noe nffer dhe Mima]
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even in e 1540
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World War 11, the Galieaitha
Fofie the Oy tanscontinen-
tnl irnjn 0wt 16 Wessorn
Consds. “Thal wii & wod-
derfub irp for & 1% year-ald,
We rrwvelled i the deeping
car, and mex poople from all
over. The diming car was
Igreely, with polished siver.
wise, e ching, lincn mble-
cloths, el excellent food.”

Im additing 1o his doies
Bl (he melos, Howard
Claltrmith 1ok 80 Bcti fole
im the bafe of the communicy,
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beesne @volved in the con-
sractdn of the aremn,
worked oa besutification
piajetia #uch ns lMower
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wid 8§ mesiber ol (e |ocal
Mmvomic Order, “Dingl was
abwo o keen fishesman, oah
wiummer  wnd  wimier,”
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en ghe fate 195, and dicd in
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Christmas wad & busy
time a1 ihe Becion macion,
with peopis comsimg home
for ihe holkdays, ssd ship-
messs of Chrisimas present
due 8o ertive, “People would
order them [om ihe cats.
logus, nid become very ana-
ious, as Christinas Eer dros
near, for thear mimival &l the
statios, Sometimes Dad
deliversd (hem srosnd
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The Second World 'War
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railway, dos 10 gasoline and
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