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LOBLAW"'"S

Theodore Pringle Loblaw was born in gtr‘;{fﬁ@fm ‘ﬂm ot

on Mﬁfﬁ"}?. He was orphaned at an carly age, and came to Toronto to work

at Eaton's during their Christmas rush some time in the 1670's.

I don't remenber who is was, but somecne told me that Mr. Loblaw either wnrke-h:::
owned a hay and feced store three doors from the south-cast comer of Queen and Looan
in Toronto. ‘That would be im the early 1900's.

Vhen horses became a less-important part of our lives, Mr. Loblaw, along with
Kr. Milton Cork (bogfn in Aliston) opened a grocery stere in that Quoecn-Logan location.
Tne loading dock for the hay and feod Stora was on the east side of Logan near
Queen where there is an apartment house now. When I was young, I theusht that apartwent
house was the grandest place to live.

At that time, when grocery shopping, you would enter :ﬁ'{ store and be waited vpon
by the storekescper. Often those groceries would be delivered to your home by a boy
on a bicycle, and very often the cost of the groceries would be charged until the
pay-day of the purchaser.

Hr. Loblaw and Mr. Cork opened their store in 1919 an the self-serve principal. They
ware not the founders of the self-serve idea, but they were amongst the pioneers who
believed in that concept. That is you entered the store, picked up a wire basket,
uaﬂu-:d alenyg looking at the food on the shelves, and selected what you wanted and
put it in‘l,tha basket. Before you left, the cost would be totalled by a cashier who
was staticned closed to the entrancefexit, and you would hand over the cash for your
purchasesg.

In 1921, Megsrs. Leblaw and Cork raised the capital to found Leblaw Groceterias Lid.

Ermpire Avenue is close to Logan, and we didﬁnm of our grocery shopping in the
firat Loblaw's store. In that stors, there was one aisle down, a half-aisle in the
riddle, and one aisle wp. That constituted the entire store, and you could go thore
and buy a cﬂf:-:'[:latﬂ line of groceries. Thore was a chesse counter at the back vhore
the girl would cut off the exact amount of chesse you wished. They sold no moat, howover.

Ir=thert—wioxa, W bought sugar Jags even,; which wore rade into pillow slips. My
eather was particularly fond of Pride of Arabia Coffee and I reperbor when it went up to

&62¢ por pound.
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I rewcwber wisiting Mrs. McGee, a momber of WoodGreon United Church, who

lived over a storo on the north side of Queen, directly across from Loblaw's.
I was surprised when I recognized Mr. HoGee as someone I had seen before. It
turned cut that he had been the manager of our Loblaw's. (I wonder 1if it was
Mrs. ﬁet:en who told me about Mr. Loblaw and the feed store? She is no loenger
livlng__ unfortunately.)

H;;.' HecGee told me l=t== that her hasband was manager of the su Loblaw's store
which openad on the east side of Broadview, just south of Gerrard. She helped him
ta £fill the shelves on the Sunday befdre the store opensd on the MHonday. After
that werk was done, they went'off to attend the Loblaw's picnic which had to be
held on a Sunday becawse the men worked every weoek-day. Later Mr. McGee managed
the store on Coxwell Avenue just above Eastwood Road.

Another store that I remomber was epened on Danforth Avenue, near Langford. Meat
was sold in that M. hn unbelievable thing to go into one store and make all
your food purchnases.

The stores weére open until 6 o'eclock on week-days, and 10 o'clock on Saturdays.

I'"m not sure when the store at Logan and Queen was closed. I do know, howevar,
that with more and more people having electric refrigerators, and even freezers,
. our shopping habits changed. At least one week's provisions were bought at a
time, and often this necessitated driving a car to the store. Parking, thorefore
became a necessary part of shopping. There were no empty spaces in the leocation

The Frart,
of (ueen and Logan, and parking for any length of time was not allowed on Goc®n.
: Kow the present-day Leblaw's are wonderful stores, but you have to be prepared
for a route march when you enter one. They are large, there are many cholces,
and they sell everything from a needle to an anchor. Parking seens to be as

important a part of the now stores as the food they sell.

Howover, I often long for a 2 1/2-aisle store in which te shop.

June 10, 1963,



