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SIR FREDERICK GRANT BANTING

Frederick Banting, the youngest of the five ehildeen of Willlam  Thomp-
son pnd Marmaret Grant Banting, was born November 14th, 1891, at the farm
homestend in Alliston which is now ccenpied by his  beother Thompson Bant-
ing. His hoylood was similar to that of many Alliston boys  today — farm
rhores, sehnol worlk, sports, elioreh on Sundny,  pacents who  were  kind and
firm. Hiz daily walks to and from the sehool in the village often  nelnded a
trip of exploration along the banks of the river, o ploce healoved by all Alliston
bhoys now 65 then.  He had a lively imaginative envios ty ahont hirds, animals,
and Indian relics, which 15 natural to most hovs, bt n "”."' phild hing less op-
portunity to pnt his roots down to these fundamental sources of  knowledgo
andd streneth



At sehool Fred was never g brilliant student, but he worked hard. His
eousin, Dr, Fred Hipwell, remembered him in these words: ““He was au aver-
age steady, industrious buy. He was popular, all admired his  smeerity and
rugged honesty.”"  Thus in his youth he laid a sturdy foundation of eharacter
and knowledge which was a valuasle basis for his college  edoeat.on in his
chosen field of medicine.

Immediately upon his graduation from the Toronto Sehool of Medivine,
at the end of 14916, ne went oversens w.th the Canadian Army Medical Corps.
While he was working at the pattlefront he received a serious wound in his
arm, and was ordered to go back to the Field Hospital; but seeing the terrible
need for his services all aronnd him, he staved on the job for another twelve
hours. A bad haemorrhage nearly  cost him his life.  As a result of this
devotion to duty he was awarded the Military Cross.

After the war, while he was an instractor in orthopedic surgery and pliys-
iology at the University in London, Untario, he beeame inspired with an idea
for treating diabetes through the production of an extract trom the panereatio
gland. The story of his research from that point on, is one of dogged persist-
enee in the face of opposition, discouragements, and diffienlties which would
have made a fellow with less strength of character give up. 1t was not easy
to work through the hot summer weeks in Toronto, getting along with three or
four hours sleep a night, eating irregularly and sparsely in order to save mon-
ey to buy and feed dogs which were necessary for his experiments; and all {or
a drenm which he had been told was impossible,

We know the marvelous result—insulin!  Today there are thousands of
families all over the world, who, but for the miracle of insulin, would have
lost a father, or a mother or o beloved child,  What this  has meant to the
happiness of mankind cannot be evaluated in terms of money or academic laur-
els.  Yet it was a sonrce of pride to Frederiek Banting's  friends in Alliston,
and indeed to all Canadians, that so many honors were heaped npon him. 1In
addition to many medals, and degrees, he was knighted by the King, and
awarded the Nobel Prize.  He promptly shared the prize money with Dr. Best,
who had been his loyal assistant in hiz experimenta. The ereation of the Bant-
ing Research Foundation save him his greatest satisfaetion, for with so many
disenses, such as cancer, stll to be conquered, he wanted Canadian  medical
gradutes to have every opportunity for resenreh,

Alliston remaned his home, and he loved o visit his mother He wrote
to her every week, no matter how busy he was,

In spite of demands on his time, 85 a leeturer and consoltant, which took
him all over the world, he continued to devote himself to medical research  in
severnl fields.  His work on the prevention of silicosis was especially sueeess-
ful. When war broke out in 1939 he enlisted and contributed his skill to sev-
eral problems confronting the army and wirforee,  His work entailed trips to
and from Englind, and on Febronfy 24th, 1941, the tragie news was flashed
aronnd the world that Sir Frederick Banting had  been killed in an airplane
crash,

He gave his life in the serviee of his conntry, a8 he had so nearly  done
in 1918. Were he still living he wonld be in the prime of hiz life wnd
no donht he wounld be present for the opening of this new high school which is
honored by his name,  Perhaps he would repeat something he said vears ago:
“You ean do anything that you wish in this world if vou are  prepared to
make the saerifices, think and work hard enough and long enongh. " He wonld
probahly add however, that you eannot get (o first base without an edueation,
Tt would please him to know that the boys and givls of th's district have such
an excellent schoal, and that it bears his name,



CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE

For the great privilege of serviee which
voi have given ne sinee the Alliston  D'strict
High School Board was formed, we wish to
suy o sineere thank you,

1t was eommon knowledge that edueation
would have to improve im order that rural po-
pils should ligve the same opportunit’es and
advantages as those of urban  centres, so for
the first time in this disteiet you have o High
Sehool administersd by a board appointed by
the wvarions municipalities, Ours wias  no
small taslk.

When we built this sehool, named after Sie Frederick  Baot'ng, we laid
pluns for the future, Is there anything we ean do that will be one-half as
elfective as widening the opportunities for boys and girls, " the volers of fo-
morrow,’” to make the most of their early vears of vocational training, eultur-
al edueation and character formation? We believe our sehool is so designed
to be pleasing, vot effective to  enable them to adapt  themselvs o the life
they will live ax adults,

You and T hayve obligations ay citizens in a democraey to give souragenis
and continuous leadership in oar local commun ties as regards makters which
affect the publie welfare, We have an obligation to rocal youth, previously
anfulfilled, sa we have given the bovs and givis the opportunity to sain know-
ledee in the partienlar channel of their choiee.  The classes ' Home Eeon-
omics, Commercial, Shop Work, Physical Training. Agrienlture and Music are
of special interest to all the puapils.

I wonld like to express the thanks of the entire board to all the Municipal
Couneils for helping to make this effort a success.  With their co-operation
we have bieen able to present, to them and the r rate-pavers, a school they will
be justly prond of and one they will eall their own, and their childesn will be
proud to say they attended Bant'ng Memorial High School.

The officials m the Department of Eduecation have besn very  sourtenns,
amd on many oveasions, gave of their time o adviee when it was most need-
od and wa feel very much indebted to them.

Mr. G. Adamson, the architect, was most pleasing  to work with,  The
design of the building und the workmanship are bl to be commendad.

With high visions of what we wonld Pke to attain for our youth and for
the generations that are to follow, lot nz work togethor to @ive them that kind
of education and  secial life that will canse  them who eome after us to say
YThev planned wisely and huilt wall, ™

N K. HARVEY

L I Howerman
Salicitar

W. G E. Camber'nnd
Secretary
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

1t is indeed an honone and a privilege 1o weleome you to  this fine  new:
building on behalf of the staff and students of the Banting Memorinl High
School. Now you will have the opportunity to view the splendid accommoda-
tiom of which we are all so justiy proud.

1t has been a pleasant duty for us to seleet new sehool  eolours, crest and
motto, this last being * Quacenmygue Optima'’, or ** Whatsoever Things  Are
Best”.  You will see for vourselves that the Alliston  12striet High Sehool
Board and the ratepayers whom  they represent  have spared no paing or ex-
pense to provide us with a building and equipment which may be acenrately
deseribed as ** Whatsoever Things Are Best",

We of the staff and student body huve before as ps  an seademic and a
social goal a similar aspiration to the finer th ngs in life, and it is onr eariest
hope that we may prove worthy of this investment on our behalf. A widea
choiea of options is being offered to the young folk in this sehool, and no long-
or is it necessary for our students to travel to larger centres for instruction in
Commoreial Work General Shop, Home Economies, Agrieuliure, and Instri-
mental and Voeal Musie,  We are spar'ng no effort in providing o wide pro-
gramme of academic, coltural and voeational training for the younge people of
onr High Sehool Distriet,

Our aim is to develop in the hearts of one pup’ls a love for **Whatsoever
Things Are Best'”, und surely it i8 not ton much to  hope that some of the
graduates of this school muy contribute to the welfare of their eountry and of
mankind in i manner comparable to the great ach’evements of  Bir Frederick
Banting,

BRUCE J. MeCAUSLAND, BA,



BANTING MEMORIAL HIGH SUHOOL STAFF

Left to right, buek row: W. E. Stafford B A: H, H. Pearson, B A ;
A, G E MceKinlay, Mus. B; R T. Haves, B. 5.A: U A Stewurt, 1. AL

Centre row: 1IN, F. Gardner, B, A Miesc M, Chop o, B Az E. 1. Jones,
B Ay D Miss DM, MeKay, B. A: W. K. Bunner, B, 8, A

Front row: Seceretary Mres. J. F. Bose, B, A: Miss J. E. Selkirk, B. 8¢ in
H. Fe; Miss M, Banbrook, B A; Prineipal B, 0. MeCansland, B A; Mrs. M.
Coulter. B, A ; Miss R, Thomas, B, A: Miss F, Davidaom, B, A,

M= B, Williams, B A, Mrs, | MeKelvey



PROGH

HEd b bttt

0 CANADA
Ledd by the Banting Memorial High Sehool Choir

(NE WOLRLD — " Hara Bration
BREAK FORTH O BEAUTEOS HEAVENLY LIGHT —T1. 8. Bach

Banting Memorial High School Choir
Directed by Mrs. Ida M. MeKelvey, Accompanied by Jack Reynolds-

ADDRESS OF WELCOME
Mayor Willimm Honter, Alliston

GHEETINGS FROM SIMCOE COUNTY
Warden George H, Shephend, Creemore

CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS
Chairman ). K. Harvey, Cookstown

INSTRUMENTAL SELECTIONS
Fanting Memorinl High School 108 Strings Class
Nirected by Alan O, B, MeKinlay, Mus. Bae.

ADDRESS BY PRINCIPAL
Prineipnl B J. MoCansiand, B Al

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SFEAKER
Hown, W, Earl Rowe, M. .

GUEST SPEAKER
The Hon. Dana Porter, K. (0, Minister of Eduasation and Atrorney General
wha will offiecinlly open the schoal

DEDICATION OF THE SCHOOT
Rev. Ao WL Downer, M. T A,



AMME

PPRESENTATION OF THE HOLY BIBLE
Rey. John V., Mills, Executive Seeretary
Mablic Sehool Trustees Association

GREETINGS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Mr. W. R. SBtewart, B, A, Inspector of High Schools, Provines of Ontario

PRESENTATION OF THE SCHOOL CREST AND AWARD TO DESIGNER,
Lawdy Bantng, Toronto John Arnold, Cookstown

PRESENTATION OF FLAG
Donated by the Tottenham Branch of the Canadian Legion, I3 K. 8. L,
Col. G, M. Fitzgerald, President, Ontario Provineial Command

THE CONTRACTOR
Mr. G (. Bennett, Weston

PRESENTATION OF KEY OF BANTING MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOT,
Mr. Gordon 8. Adomson, B, Areh.

INTRODUCTION OF OTHER GUESTS
Mr. ). K. Harvey, Chairman

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF MEMBERS
And Instruetions for Tours of Inspeetion

Me, B J. MeCansland, B, A.. Principal
INSTRUMENTAL SELECTIONS
Ranting Memaorinl High Sehonl 1118 Wind Class

ireeted by Alan O, K MelKinlay, Mns, Dae.

GOD SAVE THE KING
Banting Memorial High Schosl 11R Wind Class

TOUR OF INSPECTTION




STANDARD CLASSROOM

Gl 8, Adamaan, Architest



MURAL IX LOWER FOYER
Artist, Wihald Pryess

IMPPER FOYER



CAFETERIA. The vanary-yellow walls are subdued by dark green  and
blne tones in the deapes. which also serve to convert the room  for projection
PUTpOSEs.

HOME ECONOMICS ROOM, An enchanting ** Home"" where grls learn the
finer arts of homsekeeping in living-room, dining-rooin: bedroom, laondey and
threee kitehens,  The flame red walls of the kitehen blond into soft peach ‘n
the dining-rooni and living-roon. Forest-green sectional chairs and Chingse-
gald enrtains highlight 1he soft birch-Foished tables, chiairs and caphonrds,



LIBRARY with its colour blend of russet wallg, natural woods and soft

browns provides a quiet atmosphere for study or reading.

] LEighe

N ERAL SHOP fentures a ben-foot overhesd |-|:;|1|t'L anil extensive
ment for insteaction in findsinentils of mackines, sheet metnl work, drafting
107"

andl woondwork.  Pietured are  tlhe twe  metal working lathes.  and
eirculor saw, grinder, hand saw, two wood turning lathes and j goraw. This
shop has part conerete and part hoedwood floors: while the walls are O] s

il of semmil-pronf havidite Moeks.



MUSIC ROOM — 8ix classes assemble here for the full musie option  of
four periods weekly., Eoch class is o complete band or  string orchesira in
itself, and iz arranged in o semi-virele as professional orehestras are-



S

COMMERCIAL ROOM, Here students receive hpsiness  trainmg  fitfing
them for employment in commerce and industey,  The classroom is equipped
with 25 tepewriters, o steel filing cabionet and 25 modern dual purpose desles,



ALLISTON HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Interest in the improvement of Secondiry School facilities in this district
led to the formution of & consultative Commiittes by the Simeoe Counts Coun-
eil in 1946, |

This committee proceeded to map out larger high school districts, large
enoungh to warrant up - to - date sehools olfering courses in Comamercial Work,
Agriculture, Home Eeonomies, and Shop, a8 well as the scademic subjedts nsu-
ully tunght in high sehools,

At the 1947 Jannary session of the Simece Comity Couneil the necessary
biv-laws were passed dissolving the High School District  of the town of Allis-
ton, und forming a High School  Distriet ineluding  the Town of Alliston, the
Villages of Beeton and Tottenham, the Townships of Adjala, Teeumseth, and
Tossorontio, two-thirds  of the Township of Hssa, and a portion of the Town-
ship of West Gwillimbury,

Each of the above, ns well ax the County of Simeoe, the Public Sehooal Area
of the Township of Tecumseth, and the Separate Sehool Section No. 10 of the
Township of Adjala, appointed representatives o the new board, effective
January 1, THE,

At the first meeting Mre, VK. Harvey was  elected Chairman, and Mr,
-iI.J.E. MeCague was elected Viee-Chairman, positions which they have held to
ilate,

A survey of the attendance at the elementary sehools in the distriet show-
ed that necommodations wounld be required for 420 pupils in high school. Sinee
existing accommaodations in the Alliston, Beeton, Cookstown and  Tottenham
High SBchools wonld not be adequate, steps were taken to remedy the situation,

Just ot this time, (Jaunsry 1, T49Y & portion of the Township of Mulhooe
was added to the High School Distriet.

Digenssions with Department Officials took place; a suitable site was pro-
enred ; an srehitest was appo nted, and approval of the municipalitics [or  the
issuing of debentures obtained. Several months and snmerons meet ngs later
plans for the present building were approved on May 13, 1949, On Anguost
221944, the contraet Tor the eonstruetion of the building was awarded to Ben-
nett-FPratt Lamited.

Soon operations began,  The top soil was carefully removed and piled by
itself.  Exeavations for the basement and footings got  ander way and the
conerete was poured for the foundations.  Day by day the buili'ng grew, with
reinforesd conerete pillars and beams supporting conerete slabs for the second
story floor and roof.  Cement blocks formed the walls, the ontside clad with
brick. On the conerete floors were laid  mastie tile, U'noleam, bardwood or
terrazo,  The slussroom ceilings were sound-proofed with asonstie {ile.  The
plaster walls were  decorated as no other sehool has been.  The deapes and
furniture were chosen to blend into o decorat ve pattern intended o make this
memorial to Sir Frederick Banting tanigoe,

This sixteen room school, with numercns smaller rooms for of fiees,  wash-
rooms and store rooms, has heen ho'lt 1o sepve g distriel that is second to nonge ;
this is n school to which people of this disteiet can poing with pride and satis-
faction : this is a schoal  which should be g challenge to onr ovs und girl!t, i
school which shonld prodnee men and women of a calibre even bexond that of

the parents whose vision and determination made this Official Opening a real-
itv rather than a dream.

PRI ALLISTON FHESS oM aNY



