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PART 111

Specific Information and

References Concerning.

l. The Fletcher family - owners of the mill which
was located close to the site of the present dam

in Earl Rowe Park
2, The Hamilton and Northwestern Raillway

3. Meadowbrook School
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THE FLETCHER FAMILY

The followling information concerning the Fletcher family
is from an article on the histery of Alliston to 1886 written

for The Alliston lerald on April 2, 1886, reprinted in The Alldsaten

Herald on July 31, 1947, vol., 75 no. 1E,

"The site of Alliston was a dense wilderness until 1847, but
not a swampy or uninviting one as represenited in the Dominion
Atlas, :

The land on the north side of the Nottawasapga River, which
runs throuprh the villape from west te east cannct be surpassed in
Canada, and the lands on the south are just such as a wise pro=-
vidence provides for business purposes, pgardens and villas,,.

The first settler in *Alliston the then wilderness w

ﬁgﬁa-ﬂm;-?l-tcher father of our much respected townsmen Measzs
- John. George Pletehery - He purchased-abeut -four hundred-adnes
' ~the-year 1817 -and in the year 1848 built what aven
nowWw would be called a rirst eclass saw mill, -« At that time there
was not a solitary dwelling from Mr, Mulkin's old homestead in
the west to Sharpe's Hill on the east a distance pf-sbmé saven
miles, To the west in Adjala and Tosorontio; and north in Essa
there were some few settlers, but southward there was not a
shanty or cow path to mark the way to Beeton, then called
Clarks Mudhole. J

In 1853, if memory cap be depended on Mr, W, Fletcher buddt
tha flour mill which with enlarrement and additions constitutes.
tHe fine roller mill of today." (quote cont., on next page)

R L el

According to Mr, Whiteside, current clerk of the Town of
Alliston, settlers in the viecinity of Alliston took their grain
to Bradford to be ground into flour before the Fletcher mill was
built there in the 1850's, Bradford was the outlet for the
agricultural produce of South Simecoe - settlers from around
Alliston went east to Cookstown, south along what is now highway
27 past Newton Robinson (formerly called Latimer's Corners) to
Bond Head and then east apgain to Bradford, (Mr. Alan Latimer,
Alliston) Sterritt says, "At times, some records claim, the
Bradford and Bondhead Toll Road had lines of graln-laden wagons
extending all the way from Bradford to Bondhead (a distance of

six miles) and even for miles to the north waiting to unload"
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"Some of the better known privately owned toll roads were in the
Holland River Watershed; more particularly in the Bradford and
Holland landini arcas, which at that time were the foeal points
for the South Simcoe trade", (Derek Sterritt, "Times Toll on Old
Toll Hoads" Watersheds vol, # no., 1 (Spring, 1967) Mr, Alan

Latimer mentioned that the Bond Head to Bradford toll road was

-

of cedar planks, Thus Bradford was a market centre before the
building of the Northern Railway in the 1850's but this raillway
added to importance of the town as an outlet for produce of

South Simcoe, (passages from the Apr, 2, 1B86 article in the

Alliston Herald are cont. below)

"It would 111 become anyone who had the pleasure of good
old Mr, Fletchers acquaintance to pass his name over in silence,
He was one of nature's noblemen, As father, a husband, and a
friend, none had a more loving or generous heart. His humble
and scheduled dwellinpg pave a welcome, not only to those who
bought timber from him or brought grists to his mill, but every
weary traveller could make a home with the pood old man and his
good old Irish wife, Mp, Fletcher was English, born in Alliston,
Yorkshire, hence the name: "Alliston" for our city inembryo,

In.a.very short time the Fletcher property was denuded of
its timber, converted into cash and rolden wheat replaced the
0old pine and hemlock forest monarchs, _

Outside of the lumber and flour business Alliston did not
make much headway for many years..."

"The hotel now known as the Queen's, was first built for
a store by Jos, Fletcher and a Mr, Sleightham, who did business
in it for a short time, and were succeeded by D, J. Ritchey,
who again was succeeded by Mr, MeMahon, who moved to Palgrave,
where at an early age he died lamented by those who knew him,..
The Revere House was erected by (eo, Fletcher Fsq,, and was ' by
him intended for a Temperance house. No expense was spared in
making it the beau ideal of a house for comfort and convenience.
Mr. Fletcher did not calculate conducting the house and not
finding one willing to do so, sold the property to the present
proprietor, Mr, Wm, McDougall..."

P— : Ty
"In 1871 the great -agitation about rail:txiqggg@gggfiﬁﬂ
comfificedy anda-newspapeér, owned by Mr, Fletcher, was estabTished,
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and all the old residents of Allistion w111 admitc that the Star

was conducted with bhe doterminntion of e, Pleteher, and the
vim alf the peraon whoe adited it,
dhoartly arter the raillway arltntien haid subszided the
Star chanred hands, and was manaeed by Fre, hander (llender?)
and others, under Ghe name of I'lanin Dealer, and laiterly the
Herald, which heads 1ts columns today, ;e vhieh 1s now under the

sole controle of fts present owner and editor, E,A, Newton, and
is known as "The lierald Steam Printing and Publishing House..."

"As we suppose nearly all our readers know twe companiles
obtained charters to bulld rallwavs that could pass through
Alliston, one from Hamilton and the other from Toronto, and
as a MajJority of the people favored the Hamilton project a
large bonus was voted to assist in the construction of the road,

As scon as the $300,000 was veoted by the proup of munici-
pallties to the llamilton and Northwestern Railway, business be=
came more brisk, and did not appear to flap, although..."

(see section on the Hamilton and Northwestern Railway and its
effects on Alliston and other towns and villapes in that vieinity)

The writer of this artiele (Apr. 1886) proceeds to outline
the businesses which had started up in Alliston before and
after the building of the Hamilton and Northwestern Raillway
through the town. He/she then notes the fine bulldings, residences
and stores which had been erected and indicates that rapid pre=-
gress had been made 1In the preceeding 10 or 12 years 1le, since

the agltation for the railway commenced,

".:.sHere on the north side (of Victoria Street) is the
Union bloek, built in 1878, the contractors being the well
Greenlees, and further on the Wilson Bleock which when finished,
will be the neatest of any; on the south the Strachan and
Fletcher blocks are all of brick and surpass in style some of the
best 1in our old Canadian cltles, and the display of poods as
seen Lhrouph the plate glass windowsa, would convince the most
scuthwards we pans the (lne resldence ol Mr, George Fletcher
and land,,.."

"Many years ago a company was formed and incorporated for
the purpose of bullding an agricultural hall, the moving spirits
being Messrs, Geo, Fletcher, P.D, Kelly and W.C., Hand,
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The building, a larpe fine one, was at once erected, and some
six acres of land secured, whlch have since been used as an
agricultural show pground and driving park, The fine building
was burned down last fall, the prounds beinpg still used by the
driving park 2ssociatlon, who have made it profitable to theme
gelves and interesting to the publie, In 1581 the fine brick
market house on Church Street was erected by a company, and
duly incorporated under letters patent from the government of
Ontario, The directors under the charter were P, D, Kelly,
and George I"letcher, The bulldingms and grounds attached cost
about $5,000, The upper flat of this fine building 1s used by
our worthy couneil, the division ecourt, and for concerts,
lectures, bazaars, ete. .The lower flat is occcupied by the ,
Herald Steam Printinpg and Publishinpg House, P, A, Lett and Co's '
insurance office, and one or two rooms or apartments to private
parties,,,"

The article gives a list of villapge fathers from the time
Alliston was 1incorporated as a villape to 1886, George Fletcher

was reeve in 1875, 1876, 1878, 1882 and 10883.

The data regarding the Fletcher family miven below is
taken from "A Brief History of Alliston from the Founding of
the First Settlement by William Fletcher in 1847 until year of
Centennial, 1947" compiled and edited by W,G,E, Cumberland,

in Alliston, Ontario, Centennial Celebration, 1847-1947,

Programme of Events and History of the Town, 1947,

"The history of Alliston harks back to the birth of a boy
named William Fletcher, in Yorkshire, England, April 1lst, 1791,
He and his two brothers John and Dickson became dissatisfiled
with life in England after some years and set out for Toronto,
They arrived with the princely sum of 6 d, between them, They
worked for some time on farms in the Toronto Gore to earn money
with which to buy property for themselves, Eventually in 1821
William was able to do this, taking up land at lot 15 concession
3, Tecumseth Township. One of his brothers settled in the Oore
the other went to the Thornbury Distriect, In 1828 William took
to himself a wife, a Miss Margaret MeGirr, who was born in
Cloughter, Ireland, April 3rd, 1896, In the same neighbourhood
with the Fletchers and MeGirrs were the Dales and Clarks.,

On this farm the Pletchers prospered and raised three fine
boys. In“the fall of 1BE¥7 Mr, Fletcher.and his eldest _gom,
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&nhn-?l&teher, set out in search of a mill site,_hut,ugfﬁer
exploring the streams of Adjala, Mulmur, and ToSerontic,.they
found nothing to sult their ideas of a site, Not -dis 'dtb@-'
“thelr lack of success they crossed over into Essa,.and on; i |
.conicéssion 1 discovered the site upon which AlI{stén now atands,
iﬁ§§1prbiéd very attractive because in addition to 1§g§§;§§§@n
®power the location was -valuable for the quality of its..tis A
_and the richness of 1ts soil, This river was later. callgd:the;
‘E%?Fnu*quyarwn-ptriad of years the Fletchers purchased ten®
_twelve hundred acres of land, part of which was in Tecumseth.
Township.™ (cont., below)

Various mambera of the Fletcher famlly owned land in
what 1s now Earl Rowe Park including the mill site. (see
material from the Abstraet Index to Deeds the Tororontlo town=-
ship papers and %saﬂssment rolls of Tosorontio). The ?;}mkgﬁgﬂ
‘greated by the dam supplylng power to Fletchers mill gﬂd
Electriec Light Co. in Alliston extended into Tosorontio ‘town-
ihip and Earl Rowe Park, See flooding rights to Lot 2 Cony 7

Tosorontlio,

"First Dwelling Erected. 3

Early in November of the same vear (1847: see guote above) -
he and his sone erected a log shanty, the first building in i
Alliston, This pioneer structure was composed of logs in the
round, with pable ends and round poles for rafters, and was
roofed with clap boards fastened with small wooden pegs, It
was floored with roupgh lumber and chinks in the walls were fllled
with split cedar and moss, This residence stood on the south
bank of the river facing north at 80 Victoria Street West, where
the Canadian Tire Corporation is now located, :

Saw Mill Bullt

In the early part of April 1848 the rest of the family
settled here, During the summer this ambitious pitrcer Brsars
& saw mill on the north side of the river, and established the
“first industry of the town, At that time the nearest nelghbour
on the west was at MeMulkin's Hill, on the east at Sharpe's Hill,
on the south near Beeton, and, on the north at West Essa, where
the Ruthven's, Stevensons and Turnbulls had settled,

Oldest House Erected in 1849

In 1849 a fine frame residence was erected and still stands
at 18 Fletchers' Crescent. Miss Sarah Fletcher, a descendant
of John Fletcher, still lives there, This home, throughout
the years, has been a centre of social activity for the community,
a place known for its hospitality. In the early days Indian
laides calling to sell tHeir hand made baskets, recelved a
gracious welcome at this home, and down through the years people
of high and low degree found a measure of hospitality
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far exceediny that which we know todav.

Shortly alfter this time the community was enlarged by
anothelr busliness cstablishment. Mr. William Turnbull ef West
Essa decided to open a General Store shout 1856. This store
which served the people from a wide aren was located where the
Windsor House now stands.,

Firat %White h1ild Born

> In 1853 Mr. Fleteher extended the community by bullding
j& Grist Mill, an 1llustration of which will be found' elsewhere .
in this edition, Special interest in this connection 1s the
faet that the first miller was a Mr, Grant the father of the
first white child born in Alliston, The house in which he
lived stood faeinp east where the Massey Harris implement shop
is located., It was later maoved and can be seen in a mueh im=
proved state at 122 Vietoria Street Yest, the house for many
years occupied by Walter Storey.

This first white child, Marpgaret Srant, was born April
21, 1854, She grew up, married William Bantinp, and became the
proud mother of one of our famous sons, Sir Frederick Banting."

(One of my informants, Mr, Wm, Broughton, went to public
sachool in Alliston wlth Sir Frederick Bantinpg, Mr, Broupghton
was six years old when he came to Canada in 1903 with his parents,
They lived first in Essa Township but in 1909 moved to Tosorontio

and mettled on land which now in a part of Farl Rowe Park,)

"The next year an Oranpge Lodge was formed with Mr. James Banting,
Master. Durinp the next year, 1856 it was supmmested that a
villape be formed under the name of Alliston. The oripgin of
this name 1s partly in doubt but the one that is most commonly
heard i1s that Mr, Fletcher named this little village after his
birth place in Yorkshire England.

Up until this time the sending and recelving of lettars
was a matter of some uncertainty. With a view to remedying this
situation a post office was opened in 1857 in the Fletcher home
and Mr, Fletcher's second son George was appointed Postmaster,
a position which he held until he resiysned some years later to
contest an election in the county in the interest of temperance,
From this time until 1858 the village prorressed slowly, Mr,
William Fletcher uszing his best efforts to aild in its advancement
and development, His son George helped in this considerably by
establishing a newspaper "The Alliston Star" first published in
1862, the editor being Mr, Malecolm MeCarthy....."

“"Thus Mr, William Fletcher lived to see a tangled wilderness
in 1847 changed into a busy and prosperous little tOWN..esssss
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"In the TD's there was a period of active progress,
In 1871 the "Alliston Star" became the "Alliston Herald", In
1872 the Wesley Methodist Church was erected at the corner of
Victoria and Centre Street and the cpeninp service was held the
next winter. The Fletechers were closely connected with thia
church supplying the land end the brick az well as many other
necessary items,,."

"Alliston Becomes a Villape

The next year, lﬁ?ﬂ, proved one of the highlights in the
history of our town for it was {irst incorporated as a village.
The first councll took charpge in January 1875 with Reeve George
Fletcher, son of the ploneer, presiding., The Councillors were
P.D., Kelly, James Aitken, Richard Chappell, John Strachan, with
John Gilbert as clerk suceeeded later by J.5. Hart. The olerk
received $50,00 per annum, and James Drury the treasurer, $20,00

per annum,

"New School Built

In 1881 a by law was passed raising $4,000 dollars to
build a new school. The land, situated on the south side of
Albert Street between Church and Paris Street was finally pure
chased authorizing $6,000 expenditure was passed in the latter year.
The agreement was sirned by George McGirr, Chairman of the
Trustee Board, and Thomas McKee, Public Schoocl Inspector, "
(George HcGirr owned land in what is now Earl Rowe Park as did A
the Fletcher's) "By this time the school on the Scoteh Line was
far tooc small althouph an extra room had been added, Incidentally
Mr. C.R. KEnight a present resident of this town taught 1n that
extra room," (Mr, C.R. Knight alsoc owned land in what is mow
"WEArl Rowe Park) "Additional classes were using the Fletcher ‘Block
opposite the Methodist Church,"

",..The same year (ie, 1888) a fire hall was built by
William O'Connor on land donated by William Fletcher, The total
outlay for the fire hall was $150,"

".+sThe same year (ie, 1892) a vote of the people uuthorized
buying the Market Hall, now called the Town Hall, from the- ! , ;
Market Hall Company for %7,600, The Hall was Hirﬂﬂ the fﬂllnﬂing *
April by Mr. W,J, Fletcher for the sum of $75,00"

" .+In the fall of the same year (1e, in 1910) suffieient
dand was purchased from Mr, W.J. Fletcher for the sum of 3160,
for the erecting of a reaervnire.”

"Flood Does Damage

A flood in April of that year, 1911, played Havoc with the
bridge and consideration was piven to a suzr&stinn that a bridge
be built aeross the river north on Church Street., (p. 32)
A speecial committee reported the estimated cost to be $31nuu for
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the bridge and 31,500 for the prading and filling. Mr, N,J,
Fletcher offered to pive $200 in ensh or the equivalent in work,

as well as the earth for the fill....."
The refercnce to the Fletcher mill located in Earl Rowe

Park which 18 piven below, is from R. Wigby The Gentengial-ﬁgﬁiaw ?’
of the Township of Tosorontio 1850-1950 Alliston Press: ‘1951:

gtoher's Mill on.the seventh line used to ba: n’ﬂlﬁi‘{l
"its day, It 1is reported that the mill ro as aed.
e town line between AdJjala and Tosop ntic. THe millip i A
i the Fletchers uh&{e ancestora founded the town. uﬁ“w
‘Tive story frame mill still stands with all: the z%

'n{'ﬂ%s former activity still.in sight.
The old mill road is riow impassable except to foot traffic,
The mill office 1%

The=broken dam and spillway are still there,

Yiow the residence of S,P, Wilson, The blacksmith which onee-dids .

suchra thriving trade is eompletely pone, The most active evi-

denge of this community 1is the school which perpetuates the'name .

Qm&aﬂwhrmk“" {p. 59)
The o0ld issuers of The Alliston Herzld which I have gone |

L i

through to this point (see p, U7) contaln the following references

to members of the Fletcher family or their mills or other propertyt

The Alliston Herald vol, xxii no, 25, Thurs, June 29, 1893
whole no, 1121 .

"Personal
LU B Y
The R.T: of T. ie. the Royal Templars of Temperance garden

neld last Thursday evening on Mr. John Fletcher's lawn was, with- °°

‘out exception, the most successful from every point of view that
‘has been held here, despite the unusually cool weather,,..."

The Alliston Herald vol, xxii no, 26 Thurs, July 6, 1893
whole no, 1125

“"Al1liston Council

LB LA B

Sy u



65
Aecounts.,... W,J, Fletcher llghtineg for June $28,00, the
balance of March blll amounting to $2,.16 beinm amain refused,”

The Alllston Herald vol, xxi1i no, 15 Thurs, April 21, 18383
whole no, 1256

"Town Topiles

L B S I

A large pulley wheel at the electrie light station burst
on Saturday night and the town was in darkness for the rest of
the evening.

L BB O

Alliston Saw Mill {add)

The Subuscrlber haa another yeara' lease of the Flateher asaw
mill, and will be prepared to do sawing Iin the spring as usual,
Good work puaranteed., My mill at Thompsonville will run all
winter

J. Tiep"

=i

. The Alliston Herald vol, xxii no, 19 Thurs, May 19, 1898
whole no, 1260

"Town Parliament ]
sesnunicilinr Mleteher commlained of the ineffectiveness
of the curfew bell in keeping the irrepreasible small boy off the
streets at night, ...

Alliston Saw Mill
The Subseriber has another vears lease of the Fleteher Saw
Mill.....J. Tuer"

The Alliston Herald vol, xxxvi no. 18 Thurs, July 16, 1908 °
whole no, 0

"Mr, W, J. Gletcher is bullding a handsome cement block
structure, to be used as a coal house, west of the electric light
plant". see also comments of Broughton conecerning the Rllisteon | |
Electric Light Co, owned by the Fletchers, and references in the
Abstract index to deeds, to the company.)

"Lumber for Sale
Lumber for sale at saw mills, lot 16 con, 2 Essa consisting
of, inch scantling 2 x 4, joists 6 x 2 and 8 x 2 any length up to
16 feet, or special lengths will be cut to order any length under
30 feet. A horse will be taken in exchanpge for lumber,
Geo, Fletcher, Alliston"



The Alliston llerald vol, xxxvix no, 15 Thurs, July 13, 1911
whole no. 1 ' i ¥

"Town Parliament....Councillowrs Fleteheriveesas'

The Alliston Herald vol xi ne, 14 Thurs, Jialy 4, 1912
whole no, 1865

"Town Topleo
Mr, and Mrs, W,J, Fletcher left yesterday afternoon on
an extended visit through the west and the mountains to the
Pacifie Coast,
L
Mr, W.J. Fletcher recently completed a neat and sube=
stantial flnat bridme across the river, It spans from the front
of the east side of ‘his realdence acrosa to the west side of
Church Street, The bridpe consists simply of a light plank walk
laid parallel with two heavy steel cahles bearing heavy cross
beams of wood, A couple of wires serve as rallings and noultry
netting along the side pgives a sense of securlity to nervous
pedestrians, The bridme is on Mr, Fletechers private preoperty
and waaﬁcnnstructed to bring his home within easy reach of Vietoria
Street.

The Alliston Herald vel, 41 no. 15 Thurs. July 10, 1913

"Property For Sale

The residential property of the undersipned north of the
river consisting of very large lot, modern house, stable, poultry
house, private water system and nther modern impruvementa. For
further particulars apply to W.J. Fletcher

LU N

an enforced idleness of some mnntns, &E‘ white® 1
iced running again one day last week, wide cut
e water made in the north bank the last t:l.ma 1:: went.on
hﬁlrhﬂEﬂ filled nnugg head backed up uufficiunt to iunpxy

. the mill, The'north bank will be further Strewgthened
andr” flued during the summer and fall and every effort ﬁlﬂﬂdﬁ*
m t 80lid enough to withstand the heaviest pressure of the
‘spring freshets, During all the trouble Mr, Tuer has had with
the source of his power, the dam which was built last summer
stands absolutely solid, not having been damaged in the slightest,

The Alliston Herald vol, 42 no, 4 Thurs, April 23, 1914

"OF LOCAL INTEREST"
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None of hls friends have yet recelved word from W, J.
Fletcher and 1t evidently took him all of ten days to reach his
destination. Word received indirectly from n friend wheo met him
?%nnn“the shore of Lake S&iperior stated that he was getting along

ne,

Bt ¥

The Allicton Herald vol, 42 no, 16 Thurs, July 16, 1914 . ¢/

"Eleetric Supplies

We hold the unlque position of beinp the only dealers in
Electric Supplies in town, The supply stores of town have
gracefully left to us the Electric busincss and to assure you we
do not abuse the privilepme accorded we quote a few prices that on
the averape are bhelow the prices penerally charped,

Electric wiring, wires concealed, $2,00 per light, complete
with lamp but no shade

Exposed wirlng, prices on application e &

Set of 3 - point switches, flush complete $3,00

Flush switches, complete, $1.50

Electric Bells installed, $1,50 to 2,00, Fixtures at wat
lowest living prices, . o
30 Canadian Beauty Electric Irons, puaranteed for 25 years, 1)

00 \

Mapgda Tungsten lamps, 40 watts 35 cents

We are expected to respond to a repair call on a minute's
notice and as far as poasible will comply.

Give us a chance to supply your needs

Alliston Electric Light Co."

At the Town Clerk's Office, Munieipal Bldg. Alliston, there
are several documents, surveys and survey maps relating to the
property and business transactions of the Fletcher family. ﬂﬁa
document for example records the purchase of land for the Alliston
driving park in June of 1858 are available at the Town G;ﬁrkfg
_Office, These show the development of the various subdivisions
of the villape, and later town, of Alliston., They .also name the

person requesting cach survey and the individual actually eonducting
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it. er. Mr., John Fletcher had Lot 1 Concesslon 1 Essa Township
surveyed by Edmund Seapger P,L.5, on July 24, 1868, There i3 a
map of the villame of Alliston complled and drawn by C,A, Lett
P.L.S5. 4in 1878 which shows the mill pond ereated by the Pleatcher
dam in Alliston extending into Tosorontio and what 1s now park
land, and also a plan specifically of the Fletcher mill prupurt&

“4n"Alliston. (William J. Fletcher)

The following are some comments of Mr, Alan Latimer and
Mr, William Broupghton concerning the Fletcher family and their
mills - in Earl Rowe Park, Alliston, east of Alliston (the white
mills), and another in the north west of Essa Twp.

- Mr, Broughton stated that Fletcher's mill 1an¢1run hﬂ!&ﬂe
the Meadowbrook school across the 6th and Tth cancbiﬁlanﬁ#féfhu
Iﬁlt time the Fletcher mill in Earl Rowe was running Hasnnpprpx—
iﬁitely 1906." (Mr, Broughton had this recorded in a diary).

Mr. Pluls who presumably was looking after the Fletecher mill at
that time raised the dam too high - ie. above the high water mark =
and it burat, "The mill pond had backed up to Mr. nﬁggin'u stable,
aﬂihrﬁ;ng to Mr, Broughton Mr, Fletcher's grist and t;our mill
Tﬁﬁﬂari Rowe served the south part of Tosorontio nnd”horﬁﬂ%ﬁart
di;iﬂial&: The old mill stones (now in front of the museum in
Alliston) were replaced by steel rollers just before the dam went
out, The Fletchers did not have the funds to repair the damage
if;nulting from the dam breaking. Mr. Broughton menticned that

the Fletchers owned saw and grist mills in Alliston and just east
of Alliston (the white milla) as well as a saw mill on lot 30
concession 2, in what is now Base Borden (Mr. Broughton wﬁs not
gertain ol the exact lot hﬁt this was the approximate location),

The Alliston Electric Light Co. owned by the Fletchers was run by
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water power but sometimes coal wan used, (aee alao reference

noted earlier from The Alliston Herald vol, xxxvi no, 18 July 16,

1908.) Tﬁe last owner of the mill in Farl Rowe Park was William
ohn (Willle John) Pletcher. lle died in 1961 at the ape of 97
year:s in a nursing home in Staynor. Willlam John went out west
Juat before the Rlel Rebelllion to look after his father's

(Georpe Fletcher's) property in Sackatchewan, According to Mr,
Broupghton "he was captured by MEtis and almost scalped," Soldiers
were sald to have rescued him - he was brought back safely in the -
uniform of a dead soldier, but, says Mr, Bruuﬁﬁtnn, was "never
quite. the same" after the experience, HMr, W,J, Wletcher apparently
neither believed in, nor carried fire insurance, He owned several
stores in Alliston - these were peneral stores carrying dry goods
and proc-rles, HWr, Broughton says that the Fletchers went broke

as a result of a law sult over water ripghts with the Nicols,

"what with court fees, and the land seized at settlement,,.they
lost everythinm." (see envelope 12 for remarks from Mr, ﬁrnughtan

as well as information from his dimry).

Mr., Alan Latimer thought that the first Fletcher mill bullt
was the one in Alliston, the second was the one just east of
Alliston ecalled the white mills (it was painted white though in
dthoer reapects was much like the mills in Alliston and Earl Rowe)
and the third was the mill in what is now Earl Rowe. He thought
thia last mill was built in about 1885 but was not sure of the

;Eife. There is no mill pond shown on present park land on the
"iﬁaj: of Tosorontio in thé Beldon Atlas of 1881 so it could well
‘be that the mill was built after 1881, The mill ponds in Alliston

(extending into the parﬁ}, the one just east of Alliston and the
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saw mill on lot 30 conceszsion 2 Essa do appear on this map, It
would be advisable to check throurh the data from the Abstract
Index to deeds and the assessment rells to see when the mill

pond in the park i3 first mentioned and also when flooding

rights are first noted, The 1890 assessment roll does note that
Oeorpe Fletcher (who owned the north part of the east % of lot

2 Con, 6, the east part of the west % of lot 3 con, 6, the north
part of the east % of lot 3 con. 6 and the south part of the west
¥ of lot 4 con, ) had mill water privilemes. Also, there may o
be survey maps of Tosorontie township after 1880 showing when thalﬂ
mill pond, (check at the Tosorontio Township clerk's office and
the Simcnf GPHHFF archives,) Mr, Latimer said thagnthu;?ﬁgggpnr'“
“miIl in Earl Rowe Park fell down approximately 10 years agogesdt..

had been built on cedar posts which rotted.

There 1a more information recorded in my notes regarding
_the Fletcher family and their property. See the Tosorontio wan-;”-
ship Papers, notes from the Abstract Index to Deeds, the Tosorontio
assessment rolls, the Beldon Atlas 1881 (historical sketch of .
Essa Twp. and biographical sketches of member of the Fletéhuf-

family), Minutes of the Meetings of the Muniecipal Council of

Tosorontio Twp., There will be relevant material in the Minutes

of the Alliston Town Council Meetinpa, and noasibly in the Tecumseth

twp, Meetinpgs especially in the early 1800's, The old issues of

The Alliston Herald which I have not yet read through may be

helpful, There may be survy maps of Tosorontio township, as

noted above, which could be valuable,
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THE HAMILTON AND NORTHWESTERN RATILWAY

This i1s by no means a deflinitive treatment of the ﬂignifinamt‘- 2|
role of the Hamilton and Northwestern Railway in the history of :

the viecinity of today's Earl Rowe Park, What follows is merely!

a}_a presentation of some relevant materlal from sources already
consulted concerning the buildine of the raillway and its nffectq
on Alllston and various villapges in Tosorontio, and on the
lumber industry and economy penerally of the area, Fahe

b) a documentation Er useful sources which have not been quoted ff
here for lack of space and time 3

ej a nﬁting of several questions pertaining to the railway for

which answers should be sought (see also p. 17) 7

Not all issues of importance concerning the rallway have
héen ralsed nor has an exhaustive segrch for relevant source
material been undertaken, This must be left to future reuanrahar:f'

However, some useful data and a number of relevant references .

have already been found, .: v 5

A map on page 27 of the Beldon Atlas lﬂﬂll shows the route of

i :

-thu Hamilton and Northwestern Railway acroass Tosorontio as well
n:'the location of the wvarious villages and seven saw mills.in-
the township at that date, Most of the villages and saw mills
were on or near the rallway and/or rivers or tributaries thereof,
In the extreme north west corner of the township, on lot 33 con=

gession 1 at Clencairn there was a saw mill on the Mad River, This

1, H, Beldon and Company, Illustrated Atlas of the County of
Simcoe 1881, offset ed, Port EIgIn, 1970
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was owned by lMr, M, N. Stephenz a dominant figure in the promotion
of the Hawmilton and Northwestern Railwey. (sce below)., Another
saw mill was located east of Lisle on lot 26 concession 4 on a
tributary of the PPine River. Another mill south-east of Airlie
appears on the map in the nerth west corner of lot 25 concession 1,
apparently on a tributary of Beaver Creeck, Another mill at Tioga
on the north ecentral part of lot 17 concesalon 4 near the Pine
River was operated by Mr, Tyyth Depew. South-west of Tioga (at

Silverbrook) on lot 16 concession 2 another mill is shown, (on

B,
v

a branch of the Pine River,) Mr, MeGrepor owned a saw mill !ﬂﬂthfﬂ
west of Everett, lot 10 concesslion 3, on the Boyne River, And a
seventh mill appears on the map, lot 6 concession 5 on the Boyne
River north-west of the present parlt., The assessment rolls show
where each lumber merchant was operating and how much land each
owned. (see pp. 26-27). The land holding os the Hamilton aAnd
Northwestern Rallway Company are also indicated in the asaauuﬁtnt

rolls, The Minutes of the Meetines of the Tosorontion Township

Council provide pertinent information regarding the building of

the Hamilton and Northwestern Railway throupgh Tosorontic, parti-
cularly the negotiations and agreements reached between the Rall-
way Company and the Township Council, the monetary and other

support given by the township to the Railway Co, and the role of
local fipgures in promoting the venture, One of the first references
to the rallway appearing in the minute books is a motion passed

at the Bth meeting of the Tosorontic Township Councll on Sept.

28, 1872 which read:

"That the Clerk be instructed to write to the following
Gentlemen requesting them to meet the members of the Council at
Kelly's Hotel on Monday the 17th of October at the Hour of
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2 o'elock, I'.M,, to take into conalderntion the advisability of
grantineg a Honus te the Hamilton ond Horthwestern Rail Reoad viz,

Depew & Co, Foda Mills Angus PO,

Wilmot & Co. " .

Yale & Co, " b

M.N. Stephena Glencairn

Mr, MeGrepgor Alliston

D. Nicel "

carried,"

From the blographical sketches in the Beldon Atlas, the

Tosorontlo asseasment rnilﬂ (avallable rrom 1885), and adds in

0ld 1ssues of the Alliston Herald one learns that these peprsons
listed above, who were aﬁecially invited to the meeting, were
lumber merchants, M, N, Stephens of Glencairn the owner of the

saw mill there was one of the most vigorous supporters of the rail-
way. Thus the lumber merchants in Tosorontio were intimately : }
involved with the building of the Hamilton and Northwestern Ralle

-

way through Tosorontio, All references to the rallway and to A3

i

lumbermen and others promoting 1t which are contained in the Hinu}ul

of the Tosorontio Townshilp Meetinpgs should be examined tharnﬂghlyr-

(notes taken from the Minutes can be found in envelope 10), More
information concerning lumber merchants in the township 1s available
in the assessment rolls, directories, censuses and the Minutes,
According to the Beldon Atlas, the lumber industry in Toscorontipo
was declining by 1880 and the population of the Township had de=
ereased between 1871 and 1880:

"+.Its population in 1871 was reported as beinpg 1,570 but
the Assessor's return for 1880 reduces the number of inhabitants
to 1,176, a decline of almost 400 in nine years if the latter re-
turn i1s accurate, of which fact grave doubt exist, owing to the
almost invariable practice on the part of these officlals to
materially underestimate the population of their reapective dis-
tricts, It may be fairly assumed, however, that the number of
Tosorontio's inhabitants has considerably decreased since the takin
of the census mentioned, one of the chief causes being the decline
of the lumber trade within its limits, consequent upon the exhaustil
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of the pine with which a great portion of the township was originally
covered, There are at present, however, 13,016 acres of its. area.
cleared and under cultivation, and with acres of its area cleared
and under cultivation, and with the further advance of agriculture
we may expect to witness a decided revival in the numerical popula=-.
tion of the township, whose assessed value has now reached the

sum of $495,667." '

The report of the Ontarie Apricultural Commission I«Nﬂi‘ﬁ.ﬁf

dicates that the chief products of Tosorontio at that date'wers gé
grain‘and lumber, one-fourth of the land in the township was'stqil
¥dmbered, primarily with pine, and this timber was being’us€d v .

3
o

'-Tk,<‘

“ehierly for lumber and fuel,

It would be advisable to document the fluctuations in populas= *

tion in Tosorontio and in the various centres within the Town=

Rt e atP i
Rl

ship (population distribution) using assessment rolls, eenuﬁ:hi, &
directories etec., and also fluctuations in the number, kindi;nq."ﬂgw
volume of business, of various industries in the township and how
economie developments and changes in population size have been
related, Naturally the Hamilton and Northwestern Rallway f&uilitﬂ%;:
the marketing of all sorts of produce - grain, livestock...as well-"

Ba=y
Mo A

as lumber, There is some information relating to the building of . .

the Hamilton and Northwestern Railway in A, F, Hunter's, A Hiltoggﬂ-
of Simcoe Cnuntg,3 B. Wigby's The Centennial Review of tﬁ!:Tauﬂ;ﬁs

ship of Tosorentio 1135;1:#-155!,‘%{::,lF and also in @, R, Stevena' Canadian

National Rallways in 2 ?ﬂlH.S This latter book may give some in= '

dication of when and why the C.N.R. line (formerly the Grand

« Ibld,, p. 17
+ Report and Appendix (Toronto, 1881)
« Barle, Ontarie, The County Council, 1909
« (Alliston press, 1951) pp. 33 & 35
5. wvol, 1 Sixty Years of Trial and Error 1836-1896
Clark Irwin and Company Limitedé guruntﬂz 1960 Vancouver,

vol, 2 Towards the Inevitable 1 =1922 Clark Irwin and Co,
Ltd, Torontoc 190¢ vancouver,

=y D et
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Trunk and eriginally the Hamllton and Northwestern Raillway) no-th
oft Alliston was taken out of service, One informent (a local puﬁﬁu

suggested that trucking of farm produce put the railwaffﬁﬂﬁ}ﬂiﬁﬂus;

ness, There are government reports relating to the finanelal con=

dition of railways in the province, at the Ontario Archives, .THSEQ

..'l'_
should be checked, Private papers of key persons involved in rngig
e

ways may also contain pertinent information. The C,N.R. may hava™"

information which could be made avallable to researchers,

Wigby provides some data concerningm the various villages in:
Tosorontio: how.the lumber industry spawned many centres or at \:.
least contributed to their rapid development; how the papulatiah;$E
villages in Tosorontio declined and in some cases communities dl;-
appeared completely as the supply of lumber in the township dwindlas
and the lumber industry died; and how the Hamilton and Hnrthw!!t!}n

Railway affected both the lumber industry and villages 1n the Tuﬂﬁ-

ship by providing a market for lumber, farm produce..... R

The following quote from Wigby concerns the history.of
Glencairn and of the lumber induszlry there, and the building of
the Hamilton and Northwestern Railway through the village, 0One
of the chief promoters of the rallway was M, N, Stephens a pianlu?
settler in north-west Tosorontio, who owned and ran the saw pilli%-

at Glencalrn:

"In 1853 Marshall Stephens came down from Owen Sound and
purchased a small grist mill on the Mad River, Belng a naturally
enterprising and ambitious man he socn set about utilizing the
immediately available natural resources in a large commercial way,
He soon replaced the original mill with a large five-storey build=-
ing. Of this mill only the foundations remaln today. At that time
there were rich stands of timber on all sides and a river that
could drive a prist mill could be harnessed to saw logs. At one
time Mr, Stephens owned 1200 acres of land buying 1t for the
timber on it. One difficulty still stood in his way. All the
produce of both mills had to be hauled overland by team and wagon '
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to either Meaford or New Lowecll, With this anclient form of transpori
braking his ambitions it was natural that he should become inters
eated in rallroads and especinlly one that would run to Olencairn.,
He was one of the chiel movers in thils distriet in the bullding
of the Beeton-Collinrwood branch of the llamilton, North-Western
Railway., Mr, Stephens seems to have enjoyed the confidence of tha
company since they set him the task of railsing money to finance
the proposed project., Also, according to &n old letter, he was
the eentral Flgure in the whole scheme,..s. .
The only tusiness at which Mr, Stephens failed was farming, " °
As the available scurces of saw-timher became depleted, the land -
being automatically cleared and unemployment threatened, Mr. s
Stephens endeavoured to set up his mill hands on the land, This
venture proved a total failure.,..." (p. 21)

" el
i

s

Mr, MeCracken, present clerk-treasurer of Tosorontio, mentioned
that Mr, Paul Stephens who still lives in Glencairn is a descendant
of the piloneer founders of the village and would be a good person . .

to interview concerning the history of the area., As noted ahuv!'ﬁﬁi

Minutes of the Tosorontio Township Meetings contain information &‘é

regarding the building of the Hamilton and Northwestern Rallway |~

through Tosorontio particularly the negotiations between the railway
company and the township ¢ouncil and the role of loecal figures inﬁﬁ?

eluding M,N. Stephens in promoting the project, The Beldon Atlas

give short blographical sketches of Mr. Stephens: e
i
"M, N. Stephens, of Glencairn, has occupied a place of merited
prominence in that portion of the county during a quarter of a '
century, He was born in Halton County, Ont,, of Irish parents, in.
1827. After attaining his majority, he carried on mercantile trade
in Owen Sound about two years, residing later in Collinpgwood when.
it was yet a hamlet, and in Nottawasaga, whence he removed to the’ . .
site of the present village of Glencairn, in 1855, becoming the *
pioneer of north-western Tosonontioc. Here he engaged extensively in
lumbering operations, and when the post office at that point was
established, received the commission of Postmaster, which he has
since retained, During more than a decade last past, he has been
engared in general trade, including prain and produce merchandizing.
In 1868, Mr, Stephens was created a Justice of the Peace. On
the secheme of the Hamilton and Northwestern Railway being mooted,
his extensive influence was pgiven to securing the construction of
a branch of that road from Beeton to Glencairn a result which he
finally accomplished after the project had been abandoned by
all less sanpuine and persevering spirits, To his business

"
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interprise Glencairn owes not only 1ts inception but =slso a large .
degree of the prosperity which has since attended it, for all of .
which, beside his fine personal traits, the subject of out skabkah L9
is held in hirh esteem wherever the 1imlts ol his acquaintance have
extended," (p, 19)

"Stephens, M, N,, farmer, miller and Post master, (Olencairn,
Born 1n Esquesing Township, Halton Co, 1826, Removed to Simcoe Co.
1840, Mr, Stephens, owns some 2,400 acres of land in Simcoe Co.
valued at $60,000," (p, 52)

Wigby comments on other villares involved in lumbering, through
or near which the railway passed - er, Lisle, Airlie, Tioga, Silver-

brook, Everett:

Liale ' »
"Prior to the founding of Lisle, Sanford Gale of Princeton

operated Saw mills in the district - Dalajos on Beaver Creek on
Lot 26, Concession 4., The father of W, J, Wood, Reeve of Essa,
worked as sawyer at this mill, "The Beaver" was another mill
community on the Pine River on Lot 23 Conceszsion 5., This was a
fairly larpe community having & Public School and a Church,..
With the coming of the rallroad the village grew as a shipping
centre for lumber, wocd, grain and other produce...." (p. 53)

Alrlie

"Near the west townline there was another mill community called
Alrlie., In more stirring times there used to be a mill, a black-
amith ship, o atore and a hotel at the corner of the wost town
1ine and 25 side road, It seems impossible today that the mill was'
once water driven by a pgood sized stream, After the timber was
cut off, both stream and the community disappeared, Even the name
is almost gone..."

Tioga

"Tioga, which was mentioned in the article on "Silverbrook"
was also a thriving mill community, The lumber mill here was
operated by Mr, Depew, A noted story teller of this mill was
William Synott whose descendants still live in this township,
All that 1= left now of this lumbering community is a little
station standing forlornly along th weedy railroad track near the
Junction of the lourth line and 20 slde road." (p. 59)

Silverbrook
"The community of Silverbrook began as a lumbering centre,

Nelther the date of the opening of the first mill nor its first

owners are at present available, Today it is popularly known as
"Brennans' Mill." Around this mill at one time was a community of

300 people all engaged in lumbering or indirectly concerned with
lumbering." (p. 55 quote continued below) -
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A saw mill on the east side of lot 16 concession 2 is shown on

the map of Tosorontio in the Beldon Atlas p. 27. And the 1885

assessment roll of Tosorontle indicates that the Brennans' owned
7,100 acres in lots 14-18 in the first and second concessions,
Wighy describes in some detail the saw mill operations at Silfer-

brook:

"Unlike most of the mills in the district, the Silverbrook
mill was a steam powered mill, In cenjuncticn with its lumbering -
agtivity was a shingle and lath mill, Logs for tha mill wersa cut -
as far west as the seventh line of Mulmur and the logs hauled to '
the mill up the Pine River Valley., In winter the lopgs were drawn.
by sleighs but in the summer two tram cars operating on wooden f
rails were used to haul logs to the mill, The greaterpercentage
of logs were hauled in winter., There was a mill pond at the mill
and logs would be piled up on. the ice until there was no mores
room, Then all the avallable space in the mill yard was used,

When the ice went out of the pond in spring the logs were floated’
up to the mill to be fed to the saws by means of a “Slush Chain",
This was a conveyor belt device having a series of spikes on it to
grasp the logs and feed them up the sloping gangway to the saws,
The waste cuttings were fed out the other side of the mill by an=
other "Slush Chain" to a kiln where they were burned, The capncity-
of the mill was such that the kiln was burned both day and night,
The finished products were at first hauled to Anprus (a station on’
the Northern EaIIwny as of ca, 1851) but with the cnminﬁ of Ehi ke
railway, (the Hamilton and Northwestern Railway, bu a g
spurline was run into the mill and the produce shiﬁged dirgaEIE : !
o Toronto and other Aces, he number mus ave had a. ek
particular charm since the mill operated 6 days per week and rrun.

6 in the morning until & at night., Hupe coal oil lamps were used
for light on winter days, 3
At the heipht of the mills activity there were 33 houses,

a store, blacksmith shop, a large boarding house and a school,
The whole community was owned by Brennans, even to the store...

The chilefl landmark of the once flourlshing community is the
school, althoupgh there is still evidence of the mill in view, The
school's closed now and the children are taken to Cloupgher by bus,
The mill has been moved long since to Kearney in the Muskoka Lakes
district where it was again operated by Brennans, Apart from a
few farms operated by Polish immigrants and an occasional tobacco
farm there 1s little left of the glories of what used to be,

The Pine Valley is conce more left to the processes of nature
and again the pines and hardwoods are struggling back to-thelr
former glory. To ald these natural processes the Provineial
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Government has established a forest station known as Dufferin
Forest, It may be that the young people living today will yet sea
the day when lumbering on a smaller and less destructive scale
will be carried on at Silverbrook..." (pp. 55, 57 & 59 under=
lining and brackets mine)

No. 7 Silverhbrock School

"The school 15 said to be about sixty-five years old er
built about 1885, It was built by the Brennan people when -
lumberinm was a preat industrv here, Mr, Brennan owned the land *
gnd the mill, He employed many men and had the schoel built for
the children. As many as sixty children used to attend,

The school 15 not in its first locattion..." (p. 89)

"Another small community in the making which seems to have ~.°@
died an early but natural death, was the little community at the /i
gorner of the third line and 10 sidernad. At one time there R
was a hotel there and a general store, In those days a man auuld
get both himself and his horse fed for 25 cents, Today 25 cents .
would be hardly sufficient to tip the waltress let along buy a
meal for both horse and man.,"

Everett ¥

"The actual beginning of Everett is uncertain but before iy
1878 there was a community at the corner of the Tth line and 10
sidercad, There are two traditions as to how Everett got its
name, One tradition claims that Mr, Fisher, who owned the Jackson
farm at that time, called his farm "Everett." The second tradition
has 1t that Mr, Henry Baycroft gave the community 1ts name n:tur 43
his old home in England, In any event when the rallroad came -
through, the community called “Evereﬁf“ Teked 1tselfl un anﬂ z
moved closer to this new and wonderfu nk with the outs
uﬂrIE %S & result the old site 1s now known as "old Everett"

e "New Everett" carriea on bearing many of the land marks of

pianeer days...," (p. 43)

"The merchants of the day had an organization called "The
Grange", later "The Patrons of Industry", This organization
with district headquarters at Angus (then a thriving nﬁntrus
seems to have been a merchants co-operative of small business
from manufacturers and wheolesalers.. ...

When the lumbering business was strong in the north and
the township's seven mills were operating at full capacity
Everett used to be the business centre of the township, The
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Dufferin House often had as many as 15 lumberjacks sleeping on
the barroom flocr while seeking employmwent at the mills, There
is also a erain elevator which st1ll stands and 18 still used
even though these bulldings have larpcly dleappeared from the
Ontario countryside,

There were also two branch banks here, the Home Bank and
the bDank of Toronto, The Home Bank collapsed in a panic and the
Bank of Toronto operates one day a week....." (pp. 45, 47 & 49)

Wigby also quotes a poem about Fverett printed in the
Alliston Herald in 1891, which was said to be "illustrative of
Everett in the days of its glory". (see p. U9) e

The bullding of the Hamilton and Northwestern Railway
through Alliston and the effects of the railway on the develop=
ment of that villapge are discussed by several scurces which have -
been consulted to date,

According to Mr, Alan Latimer, Rozement was founded con=
siderably before Alliston, ie, in about 1835, and for a ﬁumhér,
of years thereafter was the larger centre, In ract; he said,
the Tosorontio fall fairs used to be held in Rosemont and only
later were celebrated in Alliston. It would be well to document

o
.1

‘and compare the population fipures for these two villages hitﬁﬁ’-k
eensuses, assessment rolls, or directories. Rosemont 1is iocat;d!;
in the south-west corner of Tosorontlo and lliea partly in Mulmur,
The Centennial booklet on Mulmur states that the. southern portlon
of that township was settled initially and "the firast settlement
of any size was in the south east corner of the township, near
Rosemont." (p. 6) The population of Rosemont by about 1851 was

purportedly 140 residents, (Unfortunately the author(s) of the
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Centennial booklet do not state their source here,) A directory.
of the Province published in 1869 indicates that by that date .
Alliston had a population of 175 whereas the population of Hﬂuegéhu
was 100,1 | :
The Hamilton and Northwestern Railway built in thE“Tﬂ'ﬂxﬁij*ﬁi?El

given an even greater advantage to Alliston, By 1889 Alliston =
RO

had a population of 1800°whereas Rosemont was a village of Eﬁﬂ.

The fall fairs were being held in Alliston by the 1880's if "nat

T ".

aarlier, The rﬂilway facilitated the transport of farm prndunnﬁhqg{

the fair in Alliston. Among Mr, Alan Latimer's historical ;ﬁpnri?;i
and documents was a notice of 1893 stating that the Grand Trunk t, -
Railway Company (formerly the Hamilton and Northwestern Rnilway}
would offer reduced rates to persons participating in the fair: :

" $2,000 in prizes

1893
Prize List
of the i

el

of Alliston on Thursday and Friday October 5 and 6, The Grand '

Trunk Railway Company will issue Return Tickets rrnm ccllingwoad,
Barrie, Caledon East and Intermediate Points at a Fare and a Third
good to return till the Tth of October, The Company will also = .
Return Stock that has been shewn at the Exhibition Free of chlrgu.
provided they remain the property of the Exhibltor. £

osorontio Union Agriculfural Exhibition to be held.in the JURGIUS %&

Alliston Herald Print" :

It ecould not be said that the rallway caused the rapld development

of Alliston., As seen above Alliston was already surpassing Rosemont

1. The Province of Ontarioc Gazeteer and Directory (Torontot ed
H, Mckvoy, publlshed by Robertson and Cook, IEE?] pp. 23 & 416
2., Ontario Gazeteer and Business Directory 1888-89 (Toronto:

ﬂ.' ppi
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and other village in the vicinity in population size by 1869,

(and in the number of businesses, industries and professional
persons, althouph there has not been time to document this = aee- ?
directories, newspapers, assessment rolls, censuses,,,) Also,
other centres on the route of the Hamllton and Northwestern Hailq:
way - Everett, Glencairn, Lisle, Tiopa - although they benefited
from the rallway, did nné expand to the same extent as Alliston.

In 1888 Glencairn had a population of 150, Tioga 200, Everett lﬁﬂ.l
However, the railway certainly facilitated the expansion of the r;hﬂ
population and industries in Alliston., The following quotes relate.
to the history of Alliston and particularly to the rapid devgidpi
ment of the village-town onee plans for the Hamilton and North=
western Rallway were set in motion, The first exerpts are from

an article on the history of Alliston published in The Alliston

Herald on April 2, 1886 reprinted in the same newspaper on
Thursday July 31, 1947, vol, 75 no. 18, Information from this
article pertaining te the founding of the villapge site of Alliston
by William Fletcher in 1847 and to the early history of the village

was given in the section on the Fletcher family see pp. 57-63.

e
N TN
=

"Qutside the lumber and flour business Alliston did not make
mueh headway for many years...

About the year 1869, the old Vulecan foundry was started by
Messrs, Altken, Knight and Crossly, and pave a great impetus to
business,..

In 1871 the great agitation about rallway accomodation
commenced, and a newspaper, owned by Mr, Fletcher, was established,
and all the old residents of Alliston will admit that the Star was
conducted with the determination of Mr, Fletcher, and the vim of

1, Ibid.,
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the person who edited 4t,

Shortly after the railway erltation had ﬁubsided thé Star
chanpged hands, and vas manarmed by Mr, Hander...ce.

As we supnose uearly all our readers know two companies:
obtained charters to build railways that could pass through Allilﬁbn
one from Hamilton and the other from Toronto, and as a majority :
of the people favored the Hamllton project a 1arﬁe bonus was
voted to assist in the construction of the road, oo

As soon &s the $300,000 was voted by the group of municipale '
ities to the Hamilton and Northwestern kailway, business became 'TH
more brisk, and did not appear to flag althourh the company owing o
to 1ts then financial standinpg, could not or would not continue )
the buillding of the road from Georpetown northwards for a leng 4
time, and although they had received the $300,000 in consideration:.
of building the line to Collingwood, as well as that to Barrie, thqr
did not appear to be willine to hui]d the line to Collingwood with=-
out additional assistance, when rather than be deprived of the
accomodation so lonp and anxioualy looked flor, Alliston voted
the company an additional $8,000, and very scon afterwards, in
the fall uf 1877 the iren horse travelled into and through the
?111&5’& ana”
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The author of the article proceeds to outline when various
businesses were started up in Alliston, when numerous buildings
were erected, and other signs of the rapid development of the
village within twelve years. Some of the stores and homas mEH- _Tf
%ed hulanged to persons owning land which is nuﬂﬁpﬁ‘ﬁw

ﬁi Park: :

"sssWeatward on Wellington and on Nelson Streetp are the fine
residences of Measrs. Dunean, Epan, Dickson, Hood, McMahon and
others, all erectea during the past two seasons, Theue building!
are all first class brick ones, and no pains or cost has been apared
in bullding them, or in making them comfortable and pleasing to the.
eye, Some really fine frame residences have also been erected - tf*
during the past year or two, Many years aro a COMPANY WAaS formed '
and incorporated for the purpose of building an agricultural hall,,."

A list is given of village "fathers" from incorporation of the
villapge in 1875 to 18B86: This 13 foullowed by the information

given below:

".+sAt the time the village was incorporated, (ie, 1875) the
town did not exceed 780, so that in the short space of eleven
years 1t has nearly trepled its population, which now may be set
down at 2,000, It is more than probable that in less than a year
it will be incorporated as a town, What a change in a few short
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yeara, Thirty eipght years aro, not a human habitation for milear
on any side, and fifteen years apo, a population of about 240,

and today about 2,000 of a prosperous, industrious and contented
pecple,,." .

EB

Many churches were built during this period and the author gives: o
& brief history of these, He concludes with a "contempnrarrﬁ"

picture of Alliston as seen in 1886 when he was writing the artieclet

"Alliston at presﬂnt comprises two large elevators, capable . &
of holding 60,000 bushels, and three large grain ware sheds, a niF
large agrinultural 1mplement foundry, one of the finest schools *.%:
in the province, two flour mills and sash and door factorles, % X
shingle mills, nne pump factnr;.r, two excellent woolen mill. ltor:%%
one saw mill, two livery stables, carriape factory, an 1mportur o
of carriages and buggies, two tanneries, two brick’ yards, five ' L. i
blacksmith's zhops, fine roller rink, telegraph and telephone h-m ;
connestions with the outer world, fine agricultural grounds thifge
practicing physicians, two dental surpgeons, two practieing iaﬂyurl}q
the best auctioneer in the county, and one who is able to'work up !
8 sale to the very best advantage, eipght excellent general !tﬂr!l .k
(mostly all plate glass fronts), dealinﬁ in dry goods, groceries,
boots and shoes ete,, four grocery steres, two flour, feed and ' = +
grocery stores, two drup stores with the expectation of & third,n
three beoot and shoe stores, two bakery establishments, two hlrﬂfn

ware stores, two furniture stores, three stove and tin shops, ﬂﬁ;yﬁ
a merchant tailnring establishment, several dress and mantle m X
. dmplement agency, cooper shop, two book stores and fancy gﬂada r%ﬁ

in connection, a photograph pgallery and fancy store in cpnnautiuni
two oyster parlors, two jewellry establishments, two barber shnp:;i
a land, loan and insurance agency, several insurance agencies, n'q:
musical instrument store, two pardeners, two undertakers, a very.
nicely situated cemetary, also the following lodpges: Masonie,
A.0,U.W., L.0.L., I.0,0.FP. and I.0.G.T. The fine churches wart
previously referred to,

Nearly all these bulldings and shops have been erected nnd ;
our business men cast their lots in Alliston within the past T
twelve or thirteen years, thus glving outsiders some idea of its '

rapld growth.,"

;.r
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The material below is from "A Brief History of Alliston from.:
the Founding of the Pirst Settlement by William Fletcher 4n 1847
until year of Centennial, 1947" compiled and edited by W.0.E, 1

Cumberland, in Alliston, Ontario, Centennial Celebrations, 13#?- a}

1947 Programme of Events and History of the Town 1947:

"Foundry Built : i
In 1868 Measrs, Adtken, Knight and Crossley established a °
foundry and apricultural werks about & Church Street North of =
where McQugge's implement shop now stands, Mr, John Wilson later
took Mr, Crossley's place 'in the rfirm, Since then the progress .o

of the villepe has been a march of successful business enter< = .-
prises. o

Thus Mr, %11liam Fletcher lived to see a tanpled wilderness '
in 1847 chanped into a busy and prosperous llttle town, The B

stately hardwcod trecs that were felled to clear the land were s

\ reduced to ashes in large bonfires, These ashes were shipped to &
“processing plants in the United States for the making of patgnh.ﬂgg

In the 70's there was a periocd of active ProgresB.asssas it

About this time the people of Alliston were thrilled by ' 'f'
the posaibiliiy of having a railway, thrilled to the extent that .

_they were going to issue debentures to the tune of $8,000 to ;
agsist the North Simece Railway Company. This railway was run fror

Penetanguishene throush Alliston to a point in the Toronto Gray. /.
and Bruce Railway, This venture did not materialize but an agreas
ment, the oldest made by the town was sirned by Reeve John Btawnggu
and the Hamilton and North Western Railway. In this apreement -
Alliston promised $8,000 to aid in building a railroad from. . Ft

the first train to run on or before January the first, 1878. Tha

~ town had no other debt besides this $8,000/ The H, and H.H*aplrﬁi{

aame the Grand Trunk and the Grand Trunk in turn bacame the C.N. Ry
which still serves the town. The council indicated its wish te s

" encourage industry and granted ten years free taxes to the weolen

mill, Late that same year or early in the following year the
business section of the villape fell prey to the fire demoN...sses
Later developmentz in the 80's included the acquiring
of a Driving Park,...In 1888 a strect waterinm Apparatus was pur=
chased for the sum of $30,00....The same year a fire hall was builf
by William O'Connor on land donated by William Fletcher. The
total outlay for the fire hall was $150. In the same year Mr,
Johnson received a dollar a week for lighting the street lamps,
and Mr, Squares acted as Constable for nothing.
In 1339 the Mercher Brothers were induced to come to town
by granting them exemptions from taxation for a period of five
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years, This company occupied the larpe building at the south end
of Parls Street where they manufactured many agricultural im- ¥
plements of hipgh quality, Unfortunately, they changed the knntta
on their binder and this proved very unsatisfactory, so unaatiaw
factory that a shipment to South Africn proved fatal to the firma
f'inances,

In 1890 the problem of having electric lipghts came up and
it was finally deecided, after much deliberation, to have five’
lights installed. The 1ights were to be on 313 night a year at';
of 90 cents a night.

Incorporated as a Town

The year 1891 was possihly the most important year in Alli
existence. In the first place, on January the first it became *
a town on proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor in Couneil, T
first town Council was make up of John Stewart, Mayor, Dr. Juma.d
Sutherland, Reeve, and Councillors John Moore, Genrga MeGirr, J
F. Wilson, Hilliam Hutechinson, Thomas O'Calaghan, W.I. Elarke, -3
James Jerrett, Henry Lonpgeway, and C, C, Lee, ¥

Fire Takes Toll y

This same year Alliston received its greatest setbauk. Dn %
Friday, May 8, 1891, at twelve forty-rive midday, fire originated
in the stables of the Queen's Hotel, now the Hinﬂuar House, and “%
fanned by the high winds spread in a few minutes to the buainuuﬂ
establishments in the east and across the street, Mayor Etn!nrn-
telegraphed to outside towns for assistance. The Collingwood
fire brigade left immediately on a special train whith thnlt-fiﬂi
. engine but before they could arrive the wind had spread the. firo‘
south and east, The fire consumed everything on the north side
of the atreet to the river from the Queen's Hotel to the Bank nrﬁ:
Hamilton where it stopped leaving the Methodist Church untuuchedlf
On the south slide of the street the fire carried on, finally !x-
tending to Wellington Street, demuliahing buildings as far east .
as Dufferin Street, About three o'élock the Collingwood Fire )
Brigade arrived and was hurried to the south-east part of the tomwm
Here it did pgreat service in saving the many buildings there. lﬁﬁ
gecount after the fire showed that about 30 acres had been desw=
troyed leaving a jumbled mass of delapldated rulns and pnrtlr :
burned timbers, A large majority of the business houses werg de:
troyed and scores of families were left homeless in thu‘rnugdnn
areas, Surrounding towns tendered their assistance and guvurnmhnl
aid was immediately sent, Sir John A, MacDonald, although 1l11l: at
the time, gave the matter his personal &ttentian. .

Waterworks Installed,

The following year arrangements were made to install the

water works, .,

Ll
§

]
f‘!

’-

At that time sidewalks were made of lumber, hemlock costing.
$8.50 per thousand and cedar costing $8,75 a thousand. The firat
council meeting in the new hall was held June 6th 1893, The :
council was worried about children on the streets in that year so
they passed a bylaw to keep them off the street after nightfall, .
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If records are to be relied upon, it was the nightwatchman's duty = !
to place all children found out af'ter dark in the town lockup,.,. . -

During 1094 extensive additions were made to the Fire | ,[3'3
Protection Apparatus,.... oL

.._#_

J'.. f

R E o |

An inereasing interest in the sanltary arrangements in town iﬂi ﬁ
evidenced by thec fact that the board of health limited the number ™ i
of pigs in town to not more than one to each householder., The M‘J‘,
next year their concern for the Constable was shown in the fact "f 5
that they obtained his first means of protection with the purchase:’
of a revolver, $5,00, hand cuffs, $4,00, and a staff $2,00, Early
e¢losing came into the pleture too on tha May 15, 1899, It was &'
decided to close the shops at 7,30, p.m., except on Tuesﬂay, Thurs&ny 5
and Saturdays, and they were not to open until five o'clock the ° %
next morning. i i

During the next year, 1900, the water situation received ndﬁq
attention and a windmill was purchased. At the time this was tﬁl“ fﬁ
cheapest and most readily available power that could be supplied~”
in this way. In August, 1902, a census of the populatién was v EE
taken by Robert Hendersun who recelved $5,00 for the job and diaqﬁh'”
¢g?ered that there were 1,475 people living in the town at thlt 2]
t mMe% s s » iy 1

I.:L.‘

About this time cement side walks were belng 1ntrnduued. Ihh\
l;'lu

about 1906 the C.P.R. built a line throupgh Alliston see pp, 23 und Eﬂ;

"In 1907 the Council showed its willingness to encourage 1n-= 3

dustry in town when it granted $5,000, free water, a fixed asmesa=
TR

ment of $4,000 for 10 years, and a spur line to the railway to "/
one industrial concern, and. a $2 yearly rental for 99 years, fres
water for 10 years, a fixed assessment for $2,000 for 10 years, =
$500 cash and a railway sidinp to another.," i )
Minutes of a meeting of the Alliston Town Council in 1908 Efhy
eontain "an offer of $100 to any resident ratepayer who was in=- 4 T
strumental in bringing an industry employing 30 or more hands to:;w:_;
~Alliston,,..." In about 1911 "A new well was drilled,.., & iaut'xﬁl-f
which proved very fortunate, because the ample supply of water was -
inatrumental in having Messrs, Defries, Woodman and Coe, bring their
silver_plating factory to town. They were plven free water up to
three thousand gallons per day and a fixed assessment of $2,000
for ten vears...The next spring Mr, William McBride was granted

$50 for his part in bringing the silver plating factory to town,"



HY

For more information repmarding the histery of Alliston, the
building of the H, and N.W. Railway through the town ete. see:

the rest of Cumberland's centennial boocklet (some notes taken fiﬁi

e
it are in envelope 5) , surveys of the town from 1858 and the 5.

agreement between the H, and N.W, Rallway Co. and the town of ;
“Alliston (at the municipal bldp. Alliston, see also envelope 12),
and ald 1ssues of the Aiiistnn newspanpers (some notes from thesu'
are in envelope 8) ete, It would be adviseable alsc to onﬁuiréf?ﬁ

at the clerk's office (Municipal Bldg, Alliston) to see if old '}

minute books of the town meetings, bylaw books or other records 3

Y

can be located, Future researchers should consult also with

Mr, Alan Latimer who has a collection of old issues of Alliston _;
.newapapers as well as numercus other documents, pictures and i
artefacts pertaining to the history of the town and surrounding

area,

LT

Ay
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MEADOWBROOK SCHOOL

éﬁiu'ichnal perpetuatas the name of tha.uﬂmmun@ty"fﬁéﬁﬂhﬂﬂligf
“fhe same community was serviced by Fletchenr's Mill, None nr_th;-ﬁi
records looked throuph to date, state when this school Hau_huilb&.-
Biit the Abstracl Index to Deads indicates that Trustees of Sﬁhnﬁ;i
-Rection o, a Tosorontio purchased an acre of land: nnﬁb?ﬁm
dession 6 fram George Bhéphurd of Tosorontio rnriﬂ'ﬂﬂw
%kﬁ?S (thu trananctiun ‘was registered July 2, 13?3}ﬁ“f'“ '

B SR k- 4

b

bably was built shortly thereafter. Mr, William Broughton upgﬁh

I interviewed several times, was caretaker of the school fﬂ!d-f
years, and saved a few of the school's record books whigh quu A
' doomed to be burned, One of these books contalns a hi:turr*af*fﬁ"
'iuhnnl which 1lists who the various teachers, choll truatees, lnﬂu «
ecaretakers have been, what improvements have been made to the 3 q
school buildinz over the years, the salaries pald to the taanhnnlﬁg

ete., The Author(s) of the history and the date(s) when it 'lll! *["

‘written are not indicated, According to this'Ristor
S'M¥E;;g buéned ﬂnvﬁ'infiéﬁg and school was hefﬁmifﬁri;
e 1&'32:}".::“&& By Mr. Platoher," "The'

'utudﬁu; thes same site as the old one, and made the san :
: eﬁihﬁhtirinl used for this school was red brick., At this tiyql%ﬁp’
teacher was Miss Bell from Alliston who received a salary of $2§3.:
(The data from the Abstract Index can be checked to see which of
the teachers and trustees owned, rented or leased park land, n:f'.
Myrtle Bell appears in the deeds to park land - she may have been ﬁ
the Miss Bell mentioned above - one would have to chenk.thrﬂugh

the land transactions to see when she owned park land.
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Meadewbrook 1s a one-room school - all grades were hluéﬁim
éﬁ% school was closed from 1937 to 1045 because, as of iunéquggi.
%ﬁi? 3 pupils were attending. "On Januory 1, 1948, the five schools
in South Tosorontio became Lhe Township School Area of Tesorontia
South,.." "In September 1950, electric lights were turned an-inl;;f
the school for the first time with Miss Shirley Adams as teaéher;ﬁ:
Twenty=seven pupils were: attending the school in 1956, According )
to Mr. Broughton an oil furnace and indoor plumbing were acquired
in the late lﬂﬂﬁfa not long before the school was closed perms-

anently. Now, he says, there 15 one consolidated public school 1&;_
the_TaHnship! at Tioga, to which about 300 children are bused, &
Meadowbrook school ceased to be used in about 1965 or 66 as Mr.
Broughton recalls = the exact date should be checked, After com=
pleting public school children attend Banting Memorial High School
in Alliston, Mr, Broughton says that Meadowbrook ®chooljugedato’
ﬁ%ﬁivé the area from highway 89 to the fifth side fhudiiiﬁhygygpg,lﬁn
4,5,6, and 7, 'here ig information pertaining to schools and school

sections in the township in the Minutes of the Municipal Counocil

Meetinms of Tosorontio eg. where, when and how many schools were

operating in the township over the years, the amount of tax money.
alloted to them, ete. 8

The school repister itaelf contains some data ep. the annual
age/prade report, repistration of children showing the pupila’
names, dates of birth, parenta' addresses, phone numbers, grades,
dates of leaving school, destinations, and also registers contailn
financlal reports etc,

Mr, Broupghton who still lives near the school, (on land adjacen

to the park), and was caretaker of it for many years, recalled
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important events in the school year., f{b
One was the Christmas concert, This was held on the last ‘} @l

before Christmas, usually at nircht, Gas lamps were brought rhr}”5
lighting., The famlilies of all the children attended, The uchnj&?

at various times had a4 plano and organ, One teacher who did naﬁ%tl

' play the organ had the instrument placed in the hauement uhnrt *‘fr

‘. some of the chlldren apparently proceeded to take it apart lhd 5ﬁh

b

- home and brought these as well as claves, sheep etc, to be Judﬁﬁﬁrh

-\n

"r #id

were unsuccessful in reassembling 1it, if indeed they tried, f[ﬁ%,i
i Y

(Mr, Broughton),. : , Vgt 'f' 3

1
Another very important event was the children's fall flir §E &

..1'-.

which generally took place the second week of school, Schnblu iﬂ%#

Bchools Iin the north part of the township held theirs nﬁ-Lda;111:
R A

The children grew vepgetables and flowers in thelr own slﬁﬂehl' st

L1

As well as the displays of produce and animals, there were ruﬁt H‘-

races, publie cpeaking contests, ete, Mr, Broughton thnught-thlt'ﬂ

the school fairs in Essa Township, he said, lasted longer. Mr,

L |
i

MeCague was the agricultural representative in 1915 and 16 Bnd ?ig

riags
i ¥

'_nunrding to Mr, Broughton it was he who got the fairs. muﬂuﬁﬁ

‘Tosorontio at about that time, Later, he said, local school huurdn
considered the school fairs an unnecessary expense, Mr, Keith '
McRuer, the Agricultural Representative for South Simcoe mentioned
that the Department of Agriculture used to provide the schools and
school children with seeds, and eggs for hatching., About 1940 ﬁhg |
school fairs were dropped by the Dept. of Agriculture as an nrg;ﬂ@“
ized program, Rpapunaibility for them was tuned over to the

Department of Education and the program was abandoned, However,
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some loecal township committers continued the project = they met
in spring to plan the fairs., The night before the fairs. were tﬁ-;
be held, display areas were set up for the children,
More information should be gathered regarding the school
system and education in the township and at Meadowbrook, As mgn:v

tioned above there is data pertaining to schools in Tosorontio in |

- |

the Minutes of the Township Council Mectiners, but I have not had v

time to search it out. It mipght be worthwhile to interview more

s ST e S

old-timers and younger persﬂns as well concerning the local _..T
educational setup and changes which have taken place in the rurt}

school system, These people as well as Mr, K, McRuer, could dnuﬁﬁ?&
TR 3

“

supply more information regarding the fall fairs than has been

-I-

|

¥,

gathered to this point, One might wish to learn moere about why

the school fairs were discontinued - why school boards considered

them an unnecessary expense, (Were younp people less intereated
in farming and leas likely to remain on farms in the area on 1$f”

1 JE!
reaching adulthood?)} Are increasing numbers of young adults mn?in:‘-
to urban centres? The researcher should check at Ontario Arphi?pqu
for government documents relating to education.

o

Future researcher may wish to relate the process of nantrnlilaﬁ

"
o
ooy

of school facilitites to trends toward centralization of other
services eg, Many towns and villages sprang up and flourished
briefly in the latter half of the 19th century and many communitites
built schools during this period. Subsequently ﬁnny such centres |
declined with the lumber industry or through other causes, and mgn;?
schools were no longer needed or used, Of course the development

of improved methods of transportation has facilitated centralization

of educational as well as other services, Highyl does provide
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some information concerning the history of schools in Tesorontio
though very little 13 sald about Meadowbroolk school,

Since the Meadowbrook school may be restored (inside) and
used aa an interpretive centre, it i1s fortunate that Mr, Erﬂughtnﬁ“-

has lent a nepative of the interier of the school = this haa bu:n

a.J‘
i '

‘copled, Mr, Broughton also has a plcture of the exterior of tht"j£
School taken when it atiil was topped with a bell thhar{wfﬂiﬁﬂjiuhf'ﬁ
offered to lend this and other old pleturea of the unm!:;n,be
¢opled if the nnpartment Hishes to do this., (eg. of the: Wiiﬁl‘
gf Everett (1919) with nld car, the first areoplane to Aand in
i&ltﬂtan in 1917, an Orangemans Parade in Alli!tﬂn”IBEﬂ- iﬁl&”i?ikh

fﬁig Peace Day celebrations in Alliston, the Grand Truﬂk'yglqéﬁgn
i7and train in Alliston ete.) 3£

1, R, Wipgby, The Centennial Seview of the Town:=hip of e
Toaorontio, 18%50-1950, Alllston press, 1961 pPp. B3=03 !
efarence to Meadowbrook school p. 59
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Toronto Press:y 19

Gazeteer and Djrectﬂrv of the County of Simcoe for 1866-67,.
McEvoy and Co,, Toronto : LB66

Gulllet, Edwin Clarence, Pﬂ?lv Ilife in lloper Canada. Toronto:

The Ontario Publishinpg Co, Limlited, 1833,
[ ]

.“ﬂunter, Andrew Frederick, A History of Simecoe County Barrie, i+
Ontario: The County Council, 1909,
(A copy of this has been purchased}

Jones, Robert Leslie, History of Arriculture in Ontario 1613-18 ’
University of Toronto Preus, 1046; with a very good bibllo

Journal of the Proceedings of the Municipal Council of the Gaunti
of Simcoe Barrie: 1555. Available at Ontario Archives ;
Iigﬁiz?ﬁ, 1901, 1902, 1904-06, 1908-1921, 1923=26, 1927,
1928-3

ﬁ&hiituh, Adelaide, The Visible Past; the Pictorial History of .
- Simeoe County Toronto: H?ﬂrann PlLaa, 1967 (A copy of this,
has been purchased) : i

“Lovell's Province of Ontario Directory for 1871,..John Lov&ll e
WMontreal: 1871 .

Lower, Arthur Reginald Marsden., The North American Assault on
the Canadian Forest, A History of Lhe Lumber Trade Between
Canada and the United States,,,.loronto: R yerson Press, §3a

Lynch, John, "Report on the Industrial Condition, Resources,
Prospects, Extent and Boundaries of the Cnunéy of Simcoa" 7
prize essay published in Journal and Transactions of the

Bouard of Agriculture of Upper Canada, iﬁ'
ol, oronto: 10858 pp 1-13 '”-ﬁ:;r
HarriaEe Birth and Death Registers for Tosorontio T“EH'hiE ﬁndad
Town of Alllston from 184G, The lTosoron eglsters am
avallable at the office of the Township clerk=treasuarer,
Mr. G. MeCracken, The Alliston Repisters are located at
the office of the Town Clerk, Mr, Whiteside, (Muniecipal Bldg
Alliston)

MeCague, J. ed, A Century of Progress; the Centennial Review of
the annahig of Essa, 1850-1950 with a briefl Introduction
y the Hon. L.C, Drury, Sheriff of Simcoe County, former
Premier of Bntaric (mives a brief sketch of the hintory of

Simcoe County)
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Methodist Missionary Soclety, Annual Reports 1825-1911
These are available at the United Church Archives, Victnrin
University, 73 Queen's Park Cr, E. and Emmanuel College
Library, 75 Queen's Park Cr, E., Toronto.

Munutes ol the Munieipul Council of the Townshin of Tosorontio
Trom lMay o0, 1071 See also Iiy Laws, Avallable at the olfiae
of the Townshlip clerk-treasurer, Mr, G, McCracken

Hinuten nf the Simecoe District Munirinul Council, Barrie: 1895 .
. Able At Untardo Arenives (L043=1B42) and at the Cnunty
ﬂlerks office, Barrie (from 1843)

Mulmur, The Story of a Township, FPublished by the Mulmur 11__
Centennlal Committee on the Occasion of the One Hundredth = |
Anniversary of the Founding of Municipal Oovernment in the ' !
Township 1951 n.p. T “ﬂ

4]
ey
Q'Brien, William E, "Heport on the County of Simcoe" prize uﬂaar e
published in Journal and Transactlions of the Beoard of '

Agriculture of Upper Canada, VoL, £ Toronto: DD Hh-#s

Ontarioc Dept. of Energy and Resources Manapement, Conservation
Authorities Branch, Nottawasara Valley. Conservation o
Renort 1964 Toronto: 1964 .

Ontario Dept., of Lands and Foresta, A llistory of the Lake Simcoe

Forest Distriet, Toronto: 1963

Ontarlio Scll Survey, HReport No, 29 Simecoe, Prepared by |
Experimental Farms Service, Canada. Dept. of ﬂgriculturu (=
and the Ontario Agricultural Collepe, T

J..
'%Eirka, Thuman. Surveyor General 1843, Tosorontio Township Eurggt
Map 1843, Avallable at Ontario Archives, Xerox copy o .

11

map hat been made., See envelope T) : :?f
Paterson, Gilbert C, "Land Settlement in Upper Canada, 1?53-15ﬁﬂﬁﬁ
in Sixteenth Report of the Dept., of Arechives for thes mﬂgiﬂl
of Ontaric by Alexander Fraser, 'loronto: 19 - B

# memmeme-e-, The County of Simcoe. An Outline For Use in Schools.
The Educafion Committee Simcoe County Council N.d., MNP
(A copy cof this has been donated)
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Reman, Geope Elmore, A History of Apriculture in Ontario.

Saunders of Toronto: c¢. 190 - RS

Report of J.B., Lainpe, Commissloner reparding lnquiry into the : ;‘

Pinanclal Afrairs oF the Wown of Alliston and Matters
Connected therewith, Toronto, May 29, 1595 fAivallable at
Mr. Alan Latimer's home, fAlliaton, The Central Tigure in
thls Ingulry was J, €, Hart, clerk-treasurer of Alllsteon
for many vears, Ule also owned land in what is now Earl
Rowe Park. '

#.Roaenthal, Max, "Postal Service in ﬁimran County in the Early Daﬂ“T

in H H.A, Toples, vol, 11 no. {:Dh., 1968) pp, Wl-46
(A copy ol Ehls has been ernxnd. See envelope 8

¥ ceeeee=, "Early Post Offices of the Alliston Area", in B.N.A,
Tepies, vol, 25 no, -l (Jan., 1968) pp. 20=22
(A copy of this has been xeroxed, See envelope B)

Savigny, H.P. The Field Notes, Diary and Report, Survey of e
Tosnrnntiﬂ Township, Gore 1052, RvaiEaﬁIe at Simcoe i
County Archives,

==e===, Surveyor's Account Tosorontioc Township, 1852 2,
Avallable at Ontario Archives

Semple, Drew, Master Plan, Phase One Enrl Howe Park, Dept,
of Lands and lPorests, Lake Simeoe District. June 1970

Sessional Papers, Published, or unpublished in Provincial See,
Correspondence. (Thers may be some reports of relevanoe
in these concerning farming, lumbering, rallways....in
the province)

ol Canada West, Toronto: Thomas Maclear, 1B 55
4-

Sterritt, Derek "Times Toll on 0ld Toll Roads" Watersheds ?ﬂl;’ﬁ

Management, Conservation Authorities Branch, Ontario,

Stevens, G.R, H.E. Canada Nationnl linilw vola, vol, 1
e ;Hﬁr—

no, 1 HI;Lv Yenrn ol Trinl mwd Fare 1896
Clarke 1rwin and Company Limlted, Joronto: 0
Vancouver

val., 2 Towarda the Inevitable 1B896-1922 Clarke Irwin and
Company Limited, Toronto 10be Vancouver

Surtees, HRobert J, Indian Reserve Poliecy in Upper Canade
1830-1845, MoK, Thesls, Carleton University, 1066

Hmi

'
o

¥a

s it
L_~

Bmith W,H, Canada: Past, Present and Future, Being a Hiﬂturaell -
Genﬁranhical Geopraphical, Geolopical and otatistica s:ﬂ;g&;

s,

~J
&
4 no, 1 (Spring, 1967) Dept., of Energy and Resources ﬁ{



98

The Province of Ontario Gazeteer and Directory ed. H, McEvoy
published by fobertson and Cook, loronto: 1869

Toronto Farmers'! Sun Published 1892-1934 as Canada Farmers' Sun
(May 1892-July 1896) Weelkly Sun (Aup, 1896-Mar. 1919)
Farmers's Sun (April 1919-1930) Available at Ontario
Archlves., Microfilm # N, 10, 1-30 (30 reels) ' ;

(I have not looked at these papers but they and other farm.
Journals might have useful information on agriculture ands .
animal husbandry in various parts of the province including’
Jimeoe and Tosorontioc Twn.) s

Tossorontio and Essa Townships, Inhabitants, See petitiona fo :
rants of land 1832-1835 p, 139 Petition of inhabitants olT..
ssa and Tosorontlo praying for a road through to Sunnidalg,

Available at Ontario Archives - ARy

e _‘-.":.I.;
Tosorontio and Mulmur Townships. Plan of Mulmur and Tesorontiol .
Townships, Counties of Dufferin and Simcoe showing lﬂﬁlfilf_“
of proposed railway or tramway between Pine River Mill and @' -
Tlopa Station of the Hamilton and North-Western Railway =
Date 1884; Scale: 1" - 1 mile, Cart: R.D. Kennedy, P.L.S5." !
Source: ont. Gov, Records Rallway Material of 1884 re: i
Hamilton and North-Western Railway. Available at Ontario '
Archives C = 30 : s S
. Tosorontio, Township of, Letter, Maj. Geo, Miller to Thoma b
Ridout York, 19 March, 1820, vises at e Townshlp - -
of Tosorontioc is to be opened for general loeation. . s
Avallable at Ontario Archives, R,G, 1 Series A-l=6
vol, 7

. Tosorontio Township Papers Available at Ontario Archives ' o

Tosorontio Township. see Petition for mrants of land 1832-35
P , 303 Petition re, road to Lake NHuron, At Ontario
Archives R.G. 1 A=11l=?2 wvol, 1

Journal and Transactions of the Board of Apriculture 1855=1969 ;

Tweedsmuir Histories, Simecoe County. Cookstown, Bond Head,
Allenwood, Avallable at Ontario Archives (M.S. 8 reels 8,
16 and 17) (I have not looked at these - they may or may
not be useful)

. iilgbiphﬁﬁfThe Centennial Review of the Township of Tosorontio | .
1850-1950 Alliston Press: 1951 (A copy of this has been
donated by Tosorontio Clerk-Treasurer Mr, G, McCracken)

See also the next two papes
Page 5 Apricultural Summary for Simcoe County Pamphlet -Ont, Dept.
Agriculture Barrie (Ontario Archives)

DeMille, M, Susan, Ethnohistory of Farming: Cape Croker 1820-1930
Phil M, Thesis, Unlv, ol Toronto, 1971
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Note:
Some ol the municipal records of Tosorontlo, Adjala, Essa a
Tecumseth as well as newspaper c¢lippings relating to the history
of these tcwnshlps, are located at Simcoe Co. Archives, Midhurst

(See envelope 6 for xeroxed lists of their holdings.)

The Town clerk's office (municipal bldg, Alliston) has ﬂ
access to other historical records than those listed in the
bibliography. However, they are not kept on the premises and i
since time wasllimited I did not ask that they be specially br@i
out, Eventually, however, they should be gone through. 01ld |
Hinute books of the Alliston Town Council Meetings mipght be nﬁ#ﬁ
these records, These hooks must exist because Cumberland uuudif
" them in compiling "A Brief History of Alliston,.." for the Allii
Centennial Celebrations, These would give insight into the role

of persons owninpg land in what is now Earl Rowe Park, in town

affairs, Cumberland's booklet is helpful in this regard, but

the Minutes of the Town me«tines from which he drew hils muteri@;

would be more complete,

As mentioned in the bibliography, there are many guvarnmaht
reports which I have neither listed nor looked through, These A
probably provide a great deal of useful information. They can
be found in the Ontario Archives card catalogues., Farming and
lumbering journals might also be helpful, Future researchers
should find out what relevant theses have been written about the

area, (geography, history, anthropology, sociology theses could
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all be useful), Bob Howes, “hitney lilock, Parl Bldg., Toronto, -
has biblioprraphles which should be consulted, I ;

Centennial booklets and newspaper artlcles do not alwayﬁ ;
- give their sources of information, IUndocumented comments nhouiﬁ
Ebe eross-checked Hith other data where possible., These hnukluﬁu

'\.

“and articles are useful however, when they record peruﬂnnl

experiences and recollections of individual ploneers of their

friends of progeny. And some of the booklets, eg, Cumherlnnd’u*

-.'.'.?.-i.-

do provide some indication of what source material was used,

el



