Title: Unveiling of memorial plaque honors late Kate Scott Aitken . Page 1/2
Creator:

Subject: Kate Aitken, Kate Scott Aitken, Community Park, Beeton, Mrs A, Robert Scott, Anne
Scott, Never A Day So Bright, Henry Mundell Aitken, Beeton Women's Institute, CBC, Memorial
Plaque

Description: A newspaper article describing the unveiling of a memorial plague in Community
Park, Beeton, ON. The article also gives a brief biography of this Beeton native.

Publisher: Free Press
Contributor:

Date: 1973-05-25
Type: Newspaper Article
Format: JPEG / PDF
Identifier: 0001

Source: Simcoe County Archives; Kate Aitken Vertical File - New Tecumseth Public Library:
Beeton Branch.

Language: En
Relation:

Coverage:

Rights: All rights reserved. All archival material is the property of the New Tecumseth Public
Library. Further reproduction is prohibited.




june 3 in Beeton
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Unveiling of memorial plague
honors late Kate Scoit Aitken

The unvellme of o memorial
plasgue o the late podio  and
television  personality, nowspa-
poer cclumnist and author Kaote
Seotl Aitken is expected to at-
lrart a large crowd to Come-
mibnity Park in Becten June 3.

Mre. A", a5 she was so owell
known, was born in Beelon on
Aprii 6, 1881, the daughter of
Robort Scolt, a genceral merch-

ant, and Annce S.oll, She red
eounted her memeries of her
antive willage wm her  novel,

“Nover o Dav S0 Bright.” She
nesnr I.ﬂ!ﬂ o oopertunits il
bonst the South Simcoe village
and is huried there, in Union
Cemetery

Kote hezan her career  at
the early oge of 14, as a teach-
or, at the maognificent salary
of 83250 a month in a small
country school in Adjala Town-
chip. Then she moved to Woes-
tern Canada for a peried, until
the death of her father hrought
her back to Heeton.

Kate left the classroom in
193 to marry her childhood
sweetheart,  Henry  Mundell
Aitken  They had two daught-
ers, Aanne and Marv, who will
be cn hand to unveil the plague
Lo their motkar on June 3. Now
thoy are Mrs, Anne Thompson
angd Mrs. Mary Hortop, res-
pectively.
PRODLUCE

Following o vear in Minne-
sota, the Aitkens returned fo
Beoton,  where they  began
what was Lo become 8 suceess-
ful  pouliry  [farm  operation.
This was diversified inlo an
orchard, erops of early pola-
ooz and markel garden prod-
moe, She wags aclive in the
formation of Becton Women's
Institute, of which she became
the first president. Two of the
farm's while Wvandettos oes-
Lahlished world egg-laving  re.
virids

Mz, Altken's first overseas
mission saw her 0 charge of

KATE S, AITKEN

at a local station broke her leg,

a Canadian Craft Exhibition in
London, England. She visited
Scotland, Ireland, Denmark.
Holland, Belgium and France
on the same tour. The [olluw-
ing vear a government assign-
ment took her to Italy ond an
interyiew with  Mussaling, then
dictator of Nalv, It was o long
way from rural lile in Beotlon!

The depression vears led to
Kate starting o series of cook-
ing schools in Montreal. These
extended to the Maritime Pro-
vinces, the World's Fair in Chi-
cago and the CNE_ where she
was given the job of heading
the Women's Division.

CAREER
Kate’s curver in radio came
aboul  Btevally by aeeidont.

whien the woman commonlalor

Eventually she was doing
three broadeasts a day, five
doys a week, 39 weeks of the
year, They took her across
Canada — from Cornerbrook
to Kitimat, and several times
around the world. When tele-
vision
the new medinm in her stride,

In 1958, Mrs. A, retired from
the limelight into a life of
quict service to her fellow men
in her work with the United
Mations and UNICEF, an act-
ive role in the Womon's Auxil-
wry of South Peel, and on the
board of direstars for the CBC

Her life, marked oqually by
heer gately  courace and dedi-
cation, ended auietly on  the
evening ef Dee. 11, 1971

came along, she took |




