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THE ENLARGED

BANTING
MEMORIAL
HIGH SCHOOL

and

VOCATIONAL WING

Officially opened on
May 8th., 1963, by
THE HONOURABLE W. EARL ROWE

Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Ontario.



GREETINGS FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Thiz larmation of the Alliston Iligh Scheol Distriel and the
orection of Banting Memorial High School in the lste fortles
cama as the resull of inspired vislon and a confidence in the
[ulure. Those who i that time had a part in the task of plan-
ning and erecting the school will no doubt bhe pleased o see
that their dream of more varied opporiunities for the youth of
this district has been ghared by others. The spacions sddition
mow heing formally epened will be another slep in the fulfil-
menl af their dreamn.

The facilities provided by this addition make [t possihle
for the roorganized programme of secondary education., an-
nouneed in 1961, to be introduced &t Banting. This reorganiza-
thon eomes as o resuli of society’s need for secondary education
for all youth regardless of thelr interests, abilities and voea-
tinna] goabs. Courses introdoced provide training for all whether
they wish o become members of a profession, skilled techni-
clane, office workers, or employees in serviee occupations.

Thers is ample evidence of the need for eitizons trained in

any af these ficlds and all should feel thai they have a worih-
while contriboiion to make in their chosen cccupations: 1§ is
not the intention that a secondary education will become any
easier buat it Is hoped that, with the type of programme geared
ta the individual's interests, the tasks required of him will be
mot with purposeful enthusiasm.

Mo doubtl many eitizens of the community will envy the
oppariunites provided for the youth of sur generation. Through
plans for an expanded programme of night school classes the
Imcilities of the school will be available to those who wish e
avail themselves of the oppartumity for furither training

While the buoilding apd the task of equipping 11 is now
complate the implemoniation of the reerganized programme
has only begun The continwing task, with the co-speration of
the stadents and the parents, mist be carried oul by the staff
It is my sincere hope that we will prove ourselves worthy af
thie confidence placed in s

SIDNEY OWENS

BOARD CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE

Twelve years ago, on April 2, 1851, Banting Memorial High
School was officially opened by the Hon Dana Porer, KO
then Minister af Eduestion and Altormey General and the dream
of improved Secondary Scheol fagilities in this district became
a peality, The opening of this fine new school providod for all
our young people an oppartunity for a secondary schonl educs-
tion equal to that svailabls anywhere in (he natlon. To those
men whose vision, leadership, and devotion 1o the welfare ol
their communities mede this District High School possible,
we are greatly indebted.

As our schoal grew in =lre to sccommodate the everdn
cronsing oorolmeni, the need becams apparent for o more
diversified program to meet the needs and abilities of our
gtudents, The grest industrial growth which this province has
cxperionesd in the last deesde provided many job opportunities
far skilled workers. It was recogniced thal our school needed
the facilities to glve sur students basic training in these skilled
trades.

In the spring of 1061 the opportunity to provide these
tacilities presented iself with the snnouncement by the Do
partment of Education of the Robaris Plan. Through this plan
the Department of Bduecation and the Federal Government af
Ottswa undertook to bear almost the entire cost of providing
voeational*shops and classrooms 10 train stodents In the many
skilled oecupations which the industries of our eountry re-
gquire. Early in April of 1062 work was begun on a new voca.
tiopel wing which, when built and equipped, would eost more
than ane million dollars,

On May B, 108, this new addition is open for your in-
spoction. However. a tremendons amount of work had 1o be

done before ib could be hrought to completion, On behalf of
the School Baard 1 wish (o express our thanks to all those who
have warked long and hard o sec this project finished — fo
the teaching and office staff who have patienily emrried on the
regular daily waork of the school ansid the noise and confusion
of the building program and o the caretaking stall who have
done their best to keep the place clean, working al limes
agninel great odds, Particularly, | wish to thank our blginess
aiministrator, Ermest Cumberlamd, and our principal. Sidney
Ohwens, upan whose shoulders fell the duty of ploughing through
a mountain of detail, which, though tremendously Gedious, was
essential o the ultimate efficlency of the finished schoal

Our continuing relptionship with our architects, Gordon
Adamson arel Associates, has been most pleasant ss have aur
dealings with EKonvey Constroction Co., the coniracior on the
jahb,

The alficials of the Department of Education have been of
gronl ssslstance lo us, being always willing te glve us of their
time and advice when we necded thelr help. We are grateful
ta thom for their assistance.

With the completion of these new wocallonal facilities.
Banting ' Memorisl High School has once again moved farward
with the changing world, meeting the changing needs of our
stimfents for a sound hasie education in a trade or profession
ol thelr chaice. Tt §s our sincere desire thal when they go ou
from this place to seek what is to be, they may go with the
knowledge and training which will enable them o find the type
of employmen! in which they will be moking the most of their
Lalenis.

W. HARRY SAWYERS



LOOKING BACK

Originaily, the young people in this district received their
secomdary school educatlon in the Alliston High School or ane
of the continuation schools loeated st Beeton, Coolstown or
Tottenbam.,

Early in the [orties the people of Tottenham began in-
vestignling the possibility of a distriet high school. This led 1o
e formation of a Consultative Commitiee by the Simecoe
County Council in 1048, This committce envisioned schools of-
fering Agriculture, Commereial, Home Economics and In-
dustrinl Aris in addition to the scademic subjects usually
taught in high schools. I order o warrant thess exira courses
s larger district was required, with the resill that a High Scheal
[ristriet was sot wp by Coonty Council (elfective January 1,
1948) inchuding the Town of Alliston, the Villages of Beeton
and Tolienham, ithe Townships af Adjsla, Tecumseth snd Tos
sorontio, and parts of the Townahips of Eesa and West Gwil-
limbury. Since then the souib-west portlon of the Township af
Adjala has joined the Orangeville High School District and
paris of the Tewnships of Innisfil, Albjon, Mono and Mulmur
have joined the Alliston High School District, covering an
area of approximately 425 square miles

Mr. D. K, Harvey, former Warden of Simcos County, was
appoinied the fist Chalrman of the newly formed Boamd in
Janusry 1048, followed by such distinguished men as Mr 1. T,
E. McCague, Mr. R. A. McKelvey, Mr. N. P. McDonald, Mr. €. 1,
Cerswall, Mr. J; C. Wilson, and the precent Chairman, Mr, W, H
Sawyers.

The original building, started in September 1948 and com-
pleted early in 1051, consisted oft & Classrooms, 1 Library Class
reom, 1 Seience Room, 1 Agricaltural Selenee Room. 1 In-
dusirial Arts Shop, 1| Home Esonomics Hoom. 1 Sewing Hoom,

1 Art Room, 2 Commercial Hooms (one converied to an In-
strumental Music Room), 1 Gymnasium-Assembly Room, along
with varfous offices and store rooms. Tolal eost of building
and equipment SAIREI3 4D to sccommaodale 4230 pupils,

In 1653 four classrooms and two bealth rooms were added
at o cost of $80.900.64, Incroasing sccommodation to 540, A
further additlon of four classrooms and an extension (o the
caleferin was made in 1055 ot a cost of $80.010.73, to bring the
accommaodalion ta 880

The next vear an Agriculitural Bulkding was erected, having
twa classrooms Desides the arcas for machinery and storage
This was built and equipped for 822913 B0, This accammodation
was further increased in 11 by the addition of two classrooms,
iwe washrooms and a locker roam on the second floor. Cost, in-
chuding equipment and fire-cecape, $19,TX237.

In the (sl of 15480, discussions cancerning the overcrowded
coniditbon of the sehool kad been earried on with the Depart:
ment of Edvocation. Tentative plans were drawn up amd debent-
wres approved for necessary expansion to cost 3580000, AR this
time i was diseavered that the Federal Government would assist
the Ontario Department of Education with grants to erect and
equip & Technical addifion. This was followed up imme-
dinfely and mare extended plons wore made to design smd
develop a Voeatlonal Wing and extended academie facilities
to proavide the widest possible educationn]l epportunites for
stisfenis. Thanks o the help of Government granis, the cost o
be barne by the loca]l municipalities was rediuced o less than
10% of the original figure, although the mew plans provided
far more extemsive focilities, and sccommodotion for 1,050
students. Tolal eost of the new addition s about §1,233000.,
including grants.

LOOKING FORWARD

The mew. Banting Memorial High School offers a wonderful
future to its stedents who want o take full advantage af the
splendid opportunities available to them. Few schools in On-
tlario offer more

Modern business and indusicy demand increacingly high
staniards of knowledie and skill It s only by qualifying to
meel thess new conditions of employment thet the youth of
loday can look forwan! with any assurance to what the future
hobds; increasing leisure cally, also, for development of ever
broadening interests.

The throe besie channels of tralning mow available offer a
chance for every student to lay a solld foundstion upon which to

build, Whether studenis expecl 16 go on 1o University, 1o ac-
qiitre skills that will lead to certification as skilled tradeaman
or office worker, of whethor they set their sighls on mare
moddest ohjectives, the new BMHS provides the opporfunities for
them fo get the mosl, s best, out of their capabilitios.

The now BMHS has {irst<lass equipment for training in
all these aspects of education. as ks shawn on the back of this
Talder.

There is o siafl of 45 experienced, gualified instructors
under the direction of an cutstsnding principal

The opporiunity to prepare for the fuiure & given by
BMHS. The extent of its use depends opon the students.






